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10 armed militants killed
by CRPF in Manipur clash

The armed men attacked a CRPF camp at Jakuradhor and a police station at Borobekra; Kuki-Zo
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Council demands thorough probe into deaths of ‘village volunteers; calls for a ‘total shutdown’

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI/GUWAHATI

en armed extre-

mists were killed in

Manipur’s Jiribam
in “retaliatory fire” after a
Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) post came
under attack on Monday,
the police said.

The Manipur police said
the extremists attacked a
CRPF post at Jakuradhor
and the Borobekra police
station around 3 p.m. The
places are close to Cachar
district in southern Assam.

“The attack was fiercely
retaliated by the CRPF and
the police. After 40-45 mi-
nutes of heavy exchange of
fire, the situation was
brought under control. Af-
ter the firing ceased, the
area was searched and bo-
dies of 10 militants were re-
covered along with arms

Bloodshed again

Manipur erupted in violence after more than a month of quiet

= Nov. T: AHmar tribal woman

was shot, captured, and burned alive

in Jiribam district bordering Assam

= Nov. 9: Gunmen shot and
killed a Meitei woman working in

a paddy field in Bishnupur district

in Imphal Valley

Jakuradhor

MANIPUR

® Nov. 11: Three people, including a Naga,
were injured in attacks by gunmeniin
Imphal East and Bishnupur districts

m Monday’s incident occurred at the Jakuradhor CRPF postin

Jiribam district

and ammunition,” the pol-
ice said.

The Kuki-Zo Council, a
civil society group in the
neighbouring Churachand-
pur district, put the figure
at 11 while claiming the
dead were “Kuki-Zo village
volunteers”.

Security sources said
the closest outpost of the

Assam Rifles in the area,
about 5-6 km by road, got a
call about gunfire at the
CRPF outpost around 2.30-
2.35 p.m.

An Assam Rifles party
then responded to the call
for help and reached the
spot in 12-15 minutes, when
they were informed that at
least eight of the militants

had been killed, one of the
personnel said.

They added that the oth-
er bodies were subse-
quently “brought over” by
the police and CRPF party.

Sanjeev Kumar, a CRPF
constable, sustained a bul-
let injury and was evacuat-
ed to the Silchar Medical
College and Hospital in As-
sam for treatment.

The police said that
three AK-47 rifles, four self-
loading rifles, two INSAS ri-
fles, a rocket-propelled
grenade launcher, a pump
action gun, bulletproof
helmets, and magazines
were recovered.

“Operations in and
around Jakuradhor, under
the Borobekra police sta-
tion, Jiribam, continues to
flush out armed militants.”
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10 armed militants killed by CRPF in Manipur clash
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The armed men attacked a CRPF camp at Jakuradhor and a police station at
Borobekra; Kuki-Zo Council demands thorough probe into deaths of ‘village
volunteers’, calls for a ‘total shutdown’

gAREE At & SrEuR & dardes $9 3 aReww 7 gfow
AT W gHAT fhaT; FR-AN FER_ F ‘arfior Taa@awr @ Alat H
MG ST T AT dY, qut I FT rEa fFar

Armed Clash in Manipur’s Jiribam
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Ten armed extremists were killed in Manipur’s Jiribam in "retaliatory fire" after a CRPF post
came under attack on Monday, the police said.

WHAR 1 AT o fARam# & CRPF dive I gHelm gl & &Te "SfaTell aMellair & &q

AT YT AR IV, §frd F S|

The Manipur police said the extremists attacked a CRPF post at Jakuradhor and the Borobekra
police station around 3 p.m.

AR gferd o 9 f& 3garfedl @ U A CRPF diee 3R aRHT gfed Feee
9 S GagT 3 Tt gHeT fohaT|
The places are close to Cachar district in southern Assam.

A U HEH & Aol F8R forar & 9ra &ua g1

“The attack was fiercely retaliated by the CRPF and the police. After 40-45 minutes of heavy
exchange of fire, the situation was brought under control,” the police said.

g o T, "CRPF A 4 & SRR STarel ShRaTg | 40-45 faeTe i sy
MERT & a6 Fufa @gFer & o B

After the firing ceased, the area was searched, and bodies of 10 militants were recovered along
with arms and ammunition.

MATRT TATCT 8l & a1 &7 Hr gemelt off a8 31k 10 mafral F g T eRAR
3R Mar-areg e fhe a0

The Kuki-Zo Council, a civil society group in Churachandpur district, claimed the dead were
"Kuki-Zo village volunteers."

Fehr-SAT FI3TA, S o TREEQR Sl 1 Toh AR AT THg &, & amar foar f&
AR T olel "Fehl-5l 9a & Faddash" 3|

Security sources said the closest outpost of the Assam Rifles in the area, about 5-6 km by road,
received a call about gunfire at the CRPF outpost around 2:30-2:35 p.m.

T & o I 6 57 &7 H T AET @ Forver 5-6 A B gt WU srwa
WSHed I Ahead T FI gy 2:30-2:35 ot CRPF TidhT 9T MR & IR & il
gred g31|

An Asgam Rifles party then responded and reached the spot in 12-15 minutes, where they were
informed that at least eight militants had been killed.
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AT AT fF HA § FH S TG AR AT ¢
e The other bodies were subsequently “brought over” by the police and CRPF party.
SThT 91d &g A gfed 3R CRPF réf earT "o e 3|

e Sanjeev Kumar, a CRPF constable, sustained a bullet injury and was evacuated to the Silchar
Medical College and Hospital in Assam for treatment.

ST FAR, Teh CRPF Hieeadl, 1 Mfaat A e ool iR 3¢ 37uR & fov 3@ &
R AT Fraer 3T 3EadTer & ST =T

e The police recovered three AK-47 rifles, four self-loading rifles, two INSAS rifles, a rocket-
propelled grenade launcher, a pump-action gun, bulletproof helmets, and magazines.

giod a e AK-47 TSHA, IR Jeh-AfST TFHA, AT INSAS TS, Tah Tdhe-9des
I3 A, TF Y9-URI I, A gode IR Awsia suae |

e “Operations in and around Jakuradhor, under Borobekra police station, Jiribam, continue to
flush out armed militants.”

SREHT i e, Rems & 3iaald SHaui AR sas auE & & A g
ITcifrdl B Wesa & fav itoers s §

UN raises alarm as climate
talks begin in Azerbaijan

|GS Paper liI: Environment

The 29th Conference of the
Parties, or COP-29, began
in Baku, Azerbaijan, on
Monday perhaps with
more headwinds than ever
before.

As talks opened, the Un-
ited Nations warned that
the Paris climate agree-
ment’s goals “are in great
peril” and 2024 is on track
to break new temperature
records. The period from
2015 to 2024 will also be
the warmest decade ever
recorded, the UN’s World
Meteorological Organiza-
tion (WMO) said in a new
report.

The re-election of Do-
nald Trump as U.S. Presi-
dent has already cast a sha-
dow over the meet where
the main focus is on agree-
ing on climate financing —
who pays, how much is
needed, and how the funds
would be used to address
climate adaptation, mitiga-
tion and loss/damage.

\J

[
Global goal: Participants walk past a banner on the opening day of

COP-29, in Baku on Monday. GETTY IMAGES

New WMO data showed
that current global warm-
ingis about 1.3 degrees Cel-
sius higher than the aver-
age of the previous 10
years, compared to 1.2 de-
grees Celsius a year ago,
and the current year is hot-
ter by 1.54 degrees Celsius,
compared to 1.45 degrees
Celsius a year ago.

While Mr. Trump, who
is president-elect of the
world’s biggest economy,
has repeatedly cast doubts
on climate change, wars in
West Asia and Ukraine,
among other crises, have
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strained climate diploma-
cy. These could impact the
chances of increasing cli-
mate finance and agreeing
on rules around it, which
are among the primary
goals of COP-29, which is
being labelled “finance
COP”. Mr. Trump has
threatened to pull the U.S.
out of the 2015 Paris Agree-
ment, which he did during
his first term, but the move
was later reversed by Presi-
dent Joseph Biden.
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UN raises alarm as climate
talks begin in Azerbaijan

IoRETT # Srerary ardt
YE T W HIFT T A
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COP-29: Challenges and Developments
COP-29: galfeat sk fasma

¢ The 29th Conference of the Parties, or COP-
29, began in Baku, Azerbaijan, on Monday
perhaps with more headwinds than ever before.

20dT qiféAt Y FFAW, IT COP-29, AIAIR
Y qTE, ISR Y& g3, MG Tgel H
37 arem3it & T

o As talks opened, the United Nations warned
that the Paris climate agreement’s goals “are in
great peril” and 2024 is on track to break new
temperature records.

S & ATl YE g3, HIFA A A AAdAr &
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for aRw srerarg waedla & oey "agd TR A £ 3R 2024 AT ATIAT Rt iz &

T I gl

e The period from 2015 to 2024 will also be the warmest decade ever recorded, the UN’s World
Meteorological Organization (WMO) said in a new report.

20159 2024 T Al o 3T T FTWIW A GUH TS g1, HFoFed Usg HT e
Atwd RAE @Ied (WMO) F Teh A5 RarE & &gl
e The re-election of Donald Trump as U.S. President has already cast a shadow over the meet

where the main focus is on agreeing on climate financing — who pays, how much is needed,
and how the funds would be used to address climate adaptation, mitigation and loss/damage.

SldATes €9 & HARFY Isgufar & IoT: AR g1 o 38 Soeh W Ugel & O STell §
STl AT €A1 Ferary faaaivor 9 FeAfa W § — el 7T H¥am, foceir iy
IMEATHAT ¢, 3R U FT 3T T IreJqere, qeArwor iR grf/atfa  Feifd
el o forw & fhar e

e New WMO data showed that current global warming is about 1.3 degrees Celsius higher than
the average of the previous 10 years, compared to 1.2 degrees Celsius a year ago, and the current
year is hotter by 1.54 degrees Celsius, compared to 1.45 degrees Celsius a year ago.

AT WMO a1 @ f6 adar dRas a3t R 10 aut & 3itwa & eersrer 1.3 f2ai
AfcaTw 30 &, S9fh Teh a1 uge Ig 1.2 B3 afcwaw o1, 3R ada\ a¥ Roo
TTel T Jolelt 3 1.54 B2t Afewaw 31f¥e 7@ 8, STafeh s arel ggel Ig 1.45 f3aft
Afcaaw |

e While Mr. Trump, who is president-elect of the world’s biggest economy, has repeatedly cast
doubts on climate change, wars in West Asia and Ukraine, among other crises, have strained
climate diplomacy.

Stafer oY €9, S gferar 1 aad a9 rdeaaeyr & Hftaear weufa g 3 TR-IR Feary
aRadd R g SIaram g, 9iaw R 3R gFa # Jeu aied 39 Wl o Fearg
Tl & TATGYYT §a1 e g

e These could impact the chances of increasing climate finance and agreeing on rules around it,
which are among the primary goals of COP-29, which is being labelled “Finance COP”".

3 Sreary R @ o 3R s e At W wgAfa H garEensit w ganfaa
&Y Fohd &, ST COP-29% YW oigdl & 4 &, [ " fad COP" & &9 & dwer fohar S

T Bl
e Mr. Trump has threatened to pull the U.S. out of the 2015 Paris Agreement, which he did
during his first term, but the move was later reversed by President Joseph Biden.

st a3 2015 IR FAES A AN A aET PR Hr aFd & § W 7@ 30U
Uge FSTA & GRIe fRT AT, AfdheT a1 H 30 A &I Tsgufad FUE a8 o 365
X e
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No religion encourages
polluting activities: SC
on bursting firecrackers

Pollution affects the fundamental right to health of citizens, says the court; gives Delhi govt. time

till November 25 to take an appropriate decision on the idea of a perpetual year-round ban

[GS Paper llI: Pollution |
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Monday ob-
served that religion

does not encourage pollut-
ing activities like bursting
firecrackers which affect
the fundamental right to
health of citizens.

A Bench, headed by Jus-
tice A.S. Oka, made the re-
mark while recording the
Delhi government’s de-
layed move to issue a fire-
cracker ban in the national
capital two days after Dus-
sehra, on October 14, pos-
sibly allowing sellers and
enthusiasts to stockpile
ahead of Deepavali.

The Delhi Police, repre-
sented by Additional Solici-
tor General Aishwarya
Bhati, too complained that
it did not have enough time
to ensure compliance of
the ban for Deepavali.

On the court’s question
of imposing a perpetual,
year-long ban on the sale
and bursting of firecrack-

Loud and clear: The court has directed the Delhi Police chief to
file an affidavit putting on record the steps taken to implement
the ban. FILE PHOTO

ers, the Delhi government
appeared non-committal,
saying it had to consult

with stakeholders.
“Who are these stake-
holders?” Justice Oka

asked the Delhi govern-
ment counsel. She said
“numerous” residents’
welfare associations were
against the firecracker ban.

“We are talking about a
ban through the year — for
elections, weddings, social
events, etc.,” Justice Oka

said.

The court gave the Delhi
government time till No-
vember 25 to take a deci-
sion on a perpetual ban.

Senior advocate Gopal
Sankaranarayanan,  ap-
pearing for a petitioner,
and amicus curiae, senior
advocate Aparajita Singh,
said the government was
unnecessarily trying to get
away from the responsibili-
ty of compliance with an
apex court order by taking

refuge behind a Hindu
festival.

“The right to live in a
pollution-free atmosphere
is a fundamental right of
every citizen. Prima facie,
we are of the view that no
religion encourages any ac-
tivity that creates pollu-
tion. If firecrackers are
burst in this fashion, it af-
fects the fundamental right
to health of citizens,” the
Supreme Court recorded
in its order.

‘No sale in Delhi’

It directed that there
would be no sale or manu-
facture of firecrackers, in-
cluding through online
marketing platforms, in
the capital. The court or-
dered the Delhi Police to
form a special cell for the
implementation of this or-
der.

The Delhi Police Com-
missioner was directed to
file a personal affidavit by
November 25, putting on
record the steps taken to
implement the ban.

No religion encourages polluting activities: SC on bursting

firecrackers
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15 ot oo yquor $are arelr afafafrat Fr qomEr FE
gan: FHA FIT F I BIse W Fal
Pollution affects the fundamental right to health of citizens, says the court;

gives Delhi govt. Time till November 25 to take an appropriate decision on the
idea of a perpetual year-round ban

T A FT O Yquor ARRS! F FEe & Afds sfsr i
yafd X §; Ree ¥R # @ #9 § v gy = & fEr
W 3R AT aF & AT 25 A9 & &1 gAY AT

Supreme Court on Firecracker Ban and Public Health

FNH FIE garT ger@r gfaay dR grasfas Faeey @ fackr
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The Supreme Court on Monday observed that religion does not encourage polluting activities
like bursting firecrackers, which affect the fundamental right to health of citizens.

AT B T FIEA Tg 2@ T 43t gguoret afafafat o ge@ wrsa
AR FA&T T, St ARIRS! & FEELT & Alfed IWFR 1 vonfaa Far g1

A Bench headed by Justice A.S. Oka made this remark while noting the Delhi government’s
delayed firecracker ban in the national capital two days after Dussehra, on October 14,
potentially allowing sellers to stockpile ahead of Deepavali.

FAAT T.UH. AT $T AT arelt fis A Fg eTIvN I gU FeT o el
TIHR & GUE &l oot 918, 14 e’ 1 TG qarumeit # verar gfager & 3 4,

o ad arae & ggor Rshansil ) Eei@pile F &1 Al BT Fevar B

The Delhi Police, represented by Additional Solicitor General Aishwarya Bhati, also
complained of insufficient time to ensure compliance with the ban for Deepavali.

feeelt gferw, oraenr wfafafeea sfafea wifafier Sere et sdra fhar, =
rararelt & oI yfdetr &1 drelel AT e & fav s fir FAt &1 o Risprara $|

When the court raised the question of a perpetual, year-long ban on firecrackers, the Delhi
government was non-committal, citing the need to consult stakeholders.

S 3METeld o 9er@l W AT 8 & TR 9faeer 1 gared 31, af feedll R o
RIURERT & AT I 3TIIHdT T gaTell & @muﬁazy%“rl

“Who are these stakeholders?” Justice Oka asked the Delhi government counsel, who replied
that numerous residents’ welfare associations opposed the firecracker ban.

"I fRaUR®E e 2" SIS 3NHT A Ree WERF adhrel @ o7, fSegia 3a¢ f&ar
o F AAfRAAY & Fegor g ger@r yfaaw & [{AT 7 §

“We are talking about a year-round ban—for elections, weddings, social events,” Justice Oka
pointed out.
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"gH e, M, afaF FRFAI & v arer o F wfagw i o w= @
—arAfd 3w Fall
e The court gave the Delhi government until November 25 to decide on a perpetual ban.

37eTeId o feeell TFR &1 25 A9eR do TURY gfaey W v o &1 g&737 &=m|

e Senior advocate Gopal Sankaranarayanan, representing a petitioner, and amicus curiae
senior advocate Aparajita Singh argued that the government was evading compliance with an
apex court order by blaming a Hindu festival.

afitss rfaerar Marer AFIETRIIEA, ST Teh FIRFIHRdT HT At & 7 o, 3R
oA Fgd altss sftaear sufaar R aF Rar & weR g @R garer

ST FTAAH FATITAT & MM T Irelel e & a7 W 2

e “The right to live in a pollution-free atmosphere is a fundamental right of every citizen. No
religion encourages activities that create pollution. If firecrackers are burst in this way, it
affects citizens’ fundamental right to health,” the Supreme Court noted in its order.

"Tedeh AN T JGUUI-HFd IIAER0T H Ea F AOFR v Afas e e F:§
sft et Oy TTATATeRT & WcATied g1 T Sif WgWor YeT &al &1 e 38 T
9@ B3 STd &, af Ig ARTRAl o Tareed & #Aifasw 3fOsR wF genfad &ar g
AT FIE A 3T JSGA A FgT|

e Nosale in Delhi: The court ordered a ban on the sale and manufacture of firecrackers,
including through online platforms, in Delhi.

et & fashr 71ET: 3reTaa & e A faasa caew™t afga ger@t fr fashr 3T
AT T gfqeer oene T 3eer e

e The Delhi Police was instructed to form a special cell to implement this order, with the Delhi
Police Commissioner required to submit a personal affidavit by November 25 outlining steps
taken for compliance.

e g & 38 3mee & e gARad & & v e ey yaivs aa= &
forder fGam o, 3iX Reeht gfemr sy &1 25 Fae @& 3010 T FEAT FT AfFdTaT
EABATAT SIS I b fIT gl AT
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The LAC agreement, the détentes and the questions

|GS Paper II: India-China_|

wo weeks after the surprise
announcement of an India-China
détente, and a summit on the sidelines
of the 16th BRICS Summit at Kazan on
October 23, 2024 between Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Chinese President Xi Jinping
sealed the deal, the exchange of sweets between
soldiers of the Indian Army and the People’s
Liberation Army (PLA) at the Line of Actual
Control (LAC) indicated that the two sides are
willing to put the bitterness of the past four years
behind them. If indeed that is possible, then the
two have much to discuss in terms of restoring
peace at the border, reversing economic
restrictions on each other, allowing investment,
visas and direct flights, and boosting trade and
other interactions between each other.

No template or clarity

Work to disengage the two armies at Depsang and
Demchok has been declared completed, while
troop de-escalation and de-induction along the
LAC still need to be agreed upon and will require
verification on the ground and using satellite
images. There is, however, no template of the
agreement. Nor has the government given details
of the new “patrolling arrangements” it has
agreed to. Reports that the PLA has been granted
access at Yangtse, the area on the Arunachal
Pradesh boundary where it had attempted to
transgress in 2022, have also not been explained
by the government. Unfortunately, this lack of
clarity is now part of a pattern.

From the start, when this daily had reported
violent clashes at Pangong Tso on May 5-6, 2020,
the government had erroneously maintained that
there was no change in earlier troop levels. After
the Galwan clashes, again of 2020, that left 20
Indian soldiers dead following brutal hand to
hand combat using sticks and cudgels, Mr. Modi’s
comment on June 19, 2020, that “no one has
transgressed India’s borders, nor had any Indian
border post been taken”, raised more questions
than answers. The statement, that has never been
updated, was followed only by an interview Mr.
Modi gave in May 2024 in which he said that the
situation was a concern and that he hoped they
could resolve the LAC standoff at the earliest.
Nevertheless the impression has persisted that
Chinese troops have pushed Indian troops
further back into Indian territory, denying
patrolling rights to soldiers and grazing rights to
civilians, and had entrenched themselves in the
disputed area with bunkers, helicopter landing
pads and tents or settlements. With the buffer
zones now created in different areas of
disengagement, a full return to status quo ante
2020 is virtually impossible unless the zones are
dismantled.

Going forward, it is necessary to answer three
basic questions. Are the patrolling arrangements
agreed to, new? In which case, will India and
China now update past protocols as well as the
Border Defence Cooperation Agreement of 2013

The LAC agreement, the déetentes and the questions

A
democratically
elected
government
needs to take
its citizens into
confidence
about moves
that have deep
consequences

to reflect the reality of a new status quo? How
does India avoid its fate after the Doklam
agreement of 2017, where after disengagement,
Chinese troops doubled down on infrastructure
on the Doklam plateau upto the tri-junction area,
making a return to their forward positions much
easier at a later date? The most perplexing
question that is still unanswered and which must
be studied further is: why did Chinese troops
amass and transgress along the LAC in 2020 at
all?

Theories on Chinese actions

While the government has been consistent in
stating that it does not know the answer to that
question, scholars have propounded at least four
theories in the past few years. The first, that this
is part of a larger Chinese policy, announced by
Mr. Xi in 2014, to control “every inch of territory”
belonging to China. This has led to aggressive
moves by the Chinese military in several theatres:
with Taiwan, with maritime shoals in the South
China Sea; Doklam with Bhutan, and on the
Tibet-India LAC in Ladakh, Sikkim, Doklam and
Arunachal Pradesh. The second, that is a
reminder from Beijing that as close as the
partnership between India and the United States
gets in the maritime sphere, India’s continental
realities including a 3,500 kilometre boundary
with China will always be a primary concern. The
third relates to a Chinese pushback against the
increased infrastructure construction by India,
beginning with the operationalisation of the air
strip at Daulat Beg Oldie (DBO) in 2008, to roads,
bridges and border villages. China’s specific
security vulnerabilities over Xinjiang as well as
plans to connect Tibet-Xinjiang by a railway line
and the G695 highway through Aksai Chin, and
the start of a Karakoram-2 Highway to
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir are further reasons
for this theory. It is another matter that if this was
a Chinese goal, it backfired as India has sped up
its construction of highways, tunnels and border
villages on its side of the LAC more than ever
before in the past five years.

While all three theories could, individually or
together, account for China’s actions, it is the
fourth theory that possibly accounts for the
timing of the PLA’s deliberate moves across four
points of the LAC in April-May 2020 — that is, as a
reaction to India’s moves to reorganise Jammu
and Kashmir in August 2019, These were followed
by Union Home Minister Amit Shah’s assertion in
Parliament that India would take back Aksai Chin
from Chinese occupation. It should be
remembered that in the aftermath of the moves
of August 5, 2019, China was the only country to
issue two separate statements of protest — one
dealing with the change of status quo and United
Nations resolutions in Jammu-Kashmir, and the
second, in more stern language, dealing with the
changes in Ladakh that Beijing called “Chinese
territory” and warning India against “any move
that may further complicate the boundary

TATH! FASNAT, dAE-HFT 3R T

India-China Détente and Border Issues
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question”. Within a week, India’s External Affairs
Minister S, Jaishankar hot footed to Beijing to
explain the inherently “internal” nature of the
changes which did not change India’s external
boundaries or negotiations. He also invited Mr. Xi
for the retreat in Mamallapuram, Tamil Nadu, a
month later, among the last of 18 formal Modi-Xi
meetings in five years, until their meeting this
year in Kazan. The third Chinese response, in
November 2019, was to the publication of new
Indian maps delineating the boundaries, which
may well have been the lynchpin for the timing of
China’s subsequent actions — amassing along the
LAC and transgressing into Indian territory as
soon as the snows melted along the LAC.

It is therefore significant that the agreement
with China last month came after three other
détentes. The first was the holding of elections in
Jammu and Kashmir, which is expected to be
followed by the roll-back to Statehood status, as
well as possibly a reversal in terms of more
powers transferred to the State. The next was the
détente with Ladakhi protesters led by climate
activist Sonam Wangchuk, who ended their mass
hunger fast on an assurance by the Home
Ministry that a high-powered committee would
discuss their demands for Statehood, tribal
status, employment guarantees for locals, and
Parliament seats for Leh and Ladakh, with a
meeting set for December. Finally, there was the
opening with Pakistan, through Mr. Jaishankar’s
visit to Islamabad to attend the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization (SCO) conference in
October, While no substantive agreements were
made, Mr. Jaishankar’s presence in person by
itself was the message, given that the Modi
government has handled other such SCO
Ministerial meetings virtually. It remains to be
seen whether the next few months will see other
openings, including a rollback by Pakistan of
trade, rail and road link bans that it implemented
in 2019.

Need for government transparency

If there is a larger purpose to restoring
sustainable peace and tranquillity at the
India-China border, then New Delhi must begin
by restoring some transparency to its plans for
the future of the ultra-sensitive sub-region at its
northern peripheries. A thorough enquiry of
events at the LAC, and the lessons learnt from
China’s unexpected transgressions and India’s
response, are merited. Domestically, it may be
time to acknowledge that the “shock and awe”
method of surprise announcements has run its
course, whether it is in terms of escalation or
de-escalation. While a one-party rule
hegemonistic entity such as China may choose a
different path, it behoves a democratically
elected government to take its citizens into
confidence about moves that have such deep
consequences.

suhasini.h@thehindu.co.in
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AR-der & waul F gur ik @ar geg

Two weeks after the surprise announcement of an India-China détente, a summit between
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Chinese President Xi Jinping was held on the sidelines of
the 16th BRICS Summit at Kazan on October 23, 2024, which furthered the détente.

HRA-AeT & Feul & IJYIRIT GUR HT 6¥0T & a7 HCAlg §ie, 23 3aFgax 2024 H
Fo A 169 foFw @y FFddaad & SR guresst avg AR 3R el aeeafar of

Safiar & &g v RIER TFde Imafad g3m e gur @ serar fFer
Following this, soldiers from the Indian Army and People's Liberation Army (PLA)
exchanged sweets at the Line of Actual Control (LAC), symbolizing willingness to overcome

the bitterness of the past four years. 3H% dTc, HRAT JT 3R Nyew faaers mHf (PLA)
& dfael 7 aeade A9Fer @1 (LAC) R Hesar &1 Ae-vee fhar, St Aeer ar
ast T FHsaEe H gT HA A STOT A GAT g

If successful, both countries can discuss restoring peace at the border, reversing economic
restrictions, allowing investments, visas, direct flights, and improving trade and other

interactions. 39X Jg Tl BT &, dl aleil o AT W enfa T8Te e, 3nfd+ ufaser
e, fader, e, et sg@t A 3gAfa &, 3R AR AR e dusf 7 gurR W)
AT Y Thd gl

No Template or Clarity
P TASCAT AT TFYole gl

Disengagement of troops at Depsang and Demchok has been declared completed, but de-
escalation and de-induction still require verification on the ground and through satellite images.

QT 3N SHAF H AfAR & gt AT 9ihdT QU &1 915 §, oAfehed della HH F& 3N
dfFs 1 aadr s QT 37 off e TR W 33y RE S g

3TFTRAT B
However, there is no clear template of the agreement, and the government has not detailed the

new patrolling arrangements. gTelifeh, 0 THSIA HT HIg TASC TFIAE 18T § IR TIHR
o AT IR Y FIEUTHt F FaRor A& = B

Reports suggest that the PLA has been granted access to Yangtse in Arunachal Pradesh, a
region where they attempted to transgress in 2022, but the government has not clarified this.

ReIEq & 3THR, PLA FT 30TEe 9837 & Fech a1 & ugg 1 3qAfa & 715 8, s7ef
378l 2022 H gEYS & YA AT AT, dfSheT TER A 38 W HIS FASEGHOT G
fear gl

Pattern of Lack of Clarity
Fusedr 1 HAT FT deot
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Since the Pangong Tso clashes on May 5-6, 2020, the government has maintained that troop
levels were unchanged, despite reports suggesting otherwise. 5-6 #E 2020 ¥ dariar @Y & Ty
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& 916 ¥ WHR A grar fhar ¢ 6 Al & G961 # FIg Jeera A8 g3 &, grefiich
Ratéa gaeh faudid dehe 2 &

¢ Following the Galwan clashes in 2020 that left 20 Indian soldiers dead, Prime Minister Modi
stated on June 19, 2020 that "no one has transgressed India’s borders," which raised many

questions. 2020 F IreraTe FEY & a7, fFTH 20 IRANT WfAF AR 10 I, geraa= A
19 ST 2020 &1 el o "forell & R 1 WA F7 Seoioet 761 fohar g, o 8
Harel 35|

e In May 2024, Mr. Modi mentioned in an interview that the LAC standoff was a concern and
hoped it would be resolved soon. #§ 2024 &, 4T HAGT o7 T AR H Fal b LAC W

afarer veh [T @1 faw § 3R 3mer § % 58 Sfeq € ergmar Sined|

New Questions Moving Forward

3T 98 & AT Hare

e Are the new patrolling arrangements different from the previous ones, and if so, will past
protocols and the Border Defence Cooperation Agreement of 2013 be updated? F4T 1§ I

cgaeyT Aot F 3raer §, 3R Ifg &, O Far Roer afaar 31k 2013 &1 AT @
g AT 39se fhar Srwem?

e How can India avoid the situation seen after the Doklam agreement of 2017, where Chinese
troops increased infrastructure on the Doklam plateau? $TRd & 2017 & SiFhdTH AT &
a1e &1 f&ufa & 9 Fohar B, 579 Delt Aot 7 ey TR W ATy o @ Far
fear am

e A critical question that remains unanswered is why Chinese troops amassed and transgressed
along the LAC in 2020. Tsh HgcdquT 3]l 92T I8 & foh 2020 & <fieft {fa=i & LAC

& W FE 3E5eT ¥ URhAT g1 Jrfashaer fa|

Theories on Chinese actions

dielt Frf W Rgu

o While the government has been consistent in stating that it does not know the answer to that
guestion, scholars have propounded at least four theories in the past few years.

IHR & TIMAR FHgl & F 30 57 U H 3R 6l Il §, dAfehed Tdearett o Ao
o a9 A HA § HA IR Feuia 97 fFe

e The first theory suggests that this is part of a larger Chinese policy, announced by Mr. Xi in
2014, to control “every inch of territory” belonging to China.

vge Rguid Ig dardr & & g @i &1 v caross Afa & ffear & 52014 7 4
o o O foram ar, arf i & & 9 & W =0T fhar o Ikl

e This policy has led to aggressive moves by the Chinese military in several theatres: with Taiwan,
with maritime shoals in the South China Sea; Doklam with Bhutan, and on the Tibet-India LAC
in Ladakh, Sikkim, Doklam, and Arunachal Pradesh.
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sg Afd & FROT A AT F F At W 3TFHE FeH 30 & dsard, sfaor He
ARR H FHGT Tl W; 3T & A1Y Sleholld H, 3R fAedd-8Rd LAC W @iegma,
RfFea, SFae 3 3o yeer H|

e The second theory suggests that China is reminding India that despite its close maritime
partnership with the United States, India’s continental realities, including a 3,500-kilometre
boundary with China, will always be a primary concern.

g Riguia I8 Jaiar § F die ARa 1 I8 16 e w1 § 5 3ARer & Ty
FE FHST AR & Srasqe, Dol & @1 3,500 fraieAter i farafgd sRa
HEIEAIIT qrEdfdehdil gHT Teh WgfAes fidar el

e The third theory relates to China’s response to India’s increased infrastructure development,

beginning with the operationalisation of the airstrip at Daulat Beg Oldie (DBO) in 2008, and the
construction of roads, bridges, and border villages.

e Rigyia $RT g@RT Ted HURH T e & ufad D A afafear @
HefRd g, orae 2008 # gtera 97 e (DBO) gars Yl & Felloled 3 HSehT, Iail
3R AT et 1 @A anfAer

o China's specific security concerns in Xinjiang and its plans to connect Tibet and Xinjiang by
railway through Aksai Chin, along with the G695 highway and Karakoram-2 Highway to
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir, support this theory.

RafSier & e fr fadw geen Raw 3Rk s fa s aega @ fosed ik
RIATSIIIET ST Yord & Sigel T Frofedl, AT & G695 FTEA AR ATfereclier-3Reha HeHAR
& U FRERA-2 318 38 fAquid &1 AT Hd &

e However, if this theory were China's goal, it may have backfired, as India has accelerated its

construction of highways, tunnels, and border villages along its side of the LAC more than ever
before in the past five years.

grelifeh, 3R I8 fAeyia @ &1 32T glar, a Ig Jocl & TohdT T, FAifH oRT =
oo uir ast # LAC® 30a fEd W T, gien iR @ andt & s &
ugel & 318 di 1S gl

e  While all three theories could individually or collectively explain China’s actions, the fourth
theory possibly accounts for the timing of the PLA’s actions across four points of the LAC in
April-May 2020.

St & @8 et Rl sFiFaaid &9 & a1 HgS &9 § el & drdl 1 saredn
X THh ¢, St Rguia gerad: de-A§ 2020 7 LACF IR g3t @ PLAH
FRASAT & THT T HSTCT &l

o This theory posits that China's actions were a reaction to India’s move to reorganise Jammu and
Kashmir in August 2019.

Ig fdeuid sedr & fo feT &Y wRaTS aed 2019 H T 3R AR & Geidoo &
forw 1R hr =rer o wfafsar o

e This reorganization was followed by Union Home Minister Amit Shah’s statement in Parliament
asserting that India would reclaim Aksai Chin from Chinese occupation.

$H UIos & d1G ol 6 AN ARG M @R FEe H I arn s 3w, o
Fel T fh RA FaS AT HT AT ool F AT 9|
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e It should be noted that after the August 5, 2019 move, China was the only country to issue two
separate statements of protest, one on Jammu and Kashmir and the other on Ladakh, calling it
“Chinese territory” and warning India against actions that could complicate the boundary
question.

&I ol aTell a1 I§ & Toh 5 HIE 2019 FT FRATS & &1, AT o &r 3Teler-37eTeT
Y aeFdey Sl fhT 3, T SFA-HEAR W IR @ deg@ W, 58 ikl &
Wgﬁmﬁ@mmaaﬁaﬁamﬁmﬁ%@rﬁm%@ww
ar o

o Within a week, India’s External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar traveled to Beijing to explain
that these changes were internal and did not affect India’s external boundaries.

T goaig & AR, IRT & fager & vq. S ifser s arfes a8 g&7sm @& &
¥ geolld HaRE § 3R AT fr Sl DART W FIS IH9T 76T STeld |

e Healso invited Mr. Xi to the Mamallapuram retreat in Tamil Nadu a month later, marking
one of the last 18 formal Modi-Xi meetings before Kazan this year.

3egiel affrererg & AvTear A R & v sh efvar v A7 s1e 3nafa foan, o 5@
ATl AT H §5 Soh T Ugol ARI-eft Fr 18 3igamRe sawt & & e AN

Pl
e The third Chinese reaction came in November 2019 when India published new maps delineating
its boundaries, which may have triggered China’s actions of amassing troops along the LAC and
transgressing into Indian territory as soon as the snow melted.

A el gfafshar AdeR 2019 F S ST HRA o Y TNATT A g2l aTer AT
ST g fohe, oaer @sad: LAC & ary disir dfdent dr dardr 3R a6 feera
g 9RAT &7 7 JfdshAvT Y& 8 I

Significance of the Agreement with China

di & T gASIS FT Aged

e Itis significant that the agreement with China last month came after three other détentes.

g Agcaqul ¢ b TWod A O & WY FASIAT el 3 FHSIIGl & &G 3|

e The first was the holding of elections in Jammu and Kashmir, expected to be followed by a
rollback to Statehood status and possibly more powers transferred to the State.

TEe o 3R FeHAR 7 TAa e A1, fored 916 UsT FT 9T TTel e IR
THad: Ao Al 3 afFaar dfger & 371G gl
e The next détente was with Ladakhi protesters, led by climate activist Sonam Wangchuk, who

ended their mass hunger fast after an assurance from the Home Ministry about a high-powered
committee to discuss their demands.

33Tl FAS AT egre yeiaaRal & & T, foraeht Aded qaTavor wishdr e
qETYF o haT| Iogiel I HATGT HT Ueh Fea-Fadd AT carr 3aehr A w T

& AT & g YT HEfgeh HeTelel FACT Y fear|

e Their demands include Statehood, tribal status, employment guarantees for locals, and
Parliament seats for Leh and Ladakh.
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3AhT AR H AT FT AT, STeTollarg TUfd, TAAT el & fow Asem Fr e ik
dF 3R wegrE & fav dug @ arfda g

e The committee is scheduled to meet in December.
gfafa & Sob R\ F g arelr gl

o Finally, there was an opening with Pakistan, marked by Mr. Jaishankar’s visit to Islamabad for
the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) conference in October.

3 &, I & T TG FURA T HIRAer T 378, fTHe rerga) 7 quré wgAwr
e (THHEY) GFAed & AU st FTAAFT A STATATIIG AT AR Y|

e  While no substantive agreements were made, Mr. Jaishankar’s in-person presence itself was a
message, as the Modi government had previously handled similar SCO meetings virtually.

mﬁaﬂémméaﬁgmaﬁm&ﬁ SAART P FTFAITT 3uTUfT 39 31T H
T Her o, FlfR Ay AR A Tgel SH g T THHIN SSht A a3l T A
FATIT ATl

e It remains to be seen if the coming months will bring further openings, including Pakistan’s
rollback of trade, rail, and road bans imposed in 2019.

Ig ST by g b 3 gty #EAT & 3mer ;s 3K gge gt & av 76, o
qifehEdlal aRT 2019 H MU 91T AR, I8 3R F3h Giaaeil &1 gerr JTelr eMfAe
gl

Need for Government Transparency

WHR # IRERIEr v 3maegswdr

e If the purpose is to restore sustainable peace and tranquillity at the India-China border, then
New Delhi should bring transparency to its plans for the future of the sensitive sub-region on its
northern peripheries.

g 3egeT sRa-did HAT X Fri enfa 3 enfa sgrar e g, dr a8 Goalr #r
3 3 WA & Ao 3ualT & Afasy & AT 3uel At # arefiar
G IR

e Athorough enquiry into events at the LAC, and the lessons learned from China’s unexpected
transgressions and India’s response, is necessary.

TATHI W ES AT IR AT Hr IR gader gUr dRd Hr gfafear & e

gaeh $T IgT ST ITTWTH &l

e Domestically, it may be time to acknowledge that the “shock and awe” method of surprise
announcements has run its course, whether regarding escalation or de-escalation.

e §9 U, Ig TAT & Gl ¢ b 3meadafrd wta arel “aie 31X srasm & afy
1 THI GATCA g1 YT ¢, Ue 96 Jo i & Fed & g AT Sl &)

e While a one-party rule hegemonistic entity like China may choose a different path, a
democratically elected government should take its citizens into confidence about moves with
profound consequences.

STafen =ier STl Th-gelid ATHT aTell Fefcaellell HEAT Ueh 3Heldl AR Tef Hebell &, T
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AditNd FT § Lol TS THR & 30 AQIRGT T W FSAl & R & faead &
AT TRT ot TEY AT & Fdha

Giving shape to India’s carbon credit mechanism

[GS Paper I1I: Environment |

he Conference of Parties-29, from

November 11 to 22, 2024, in Baku,

Azerbaijan, is about to shift focus to the
heated discussion on the aspect of climate
finance again. An essential component of this
discussion will be the carbon credits framework
and disagreements over it between developed
and developing countries. India updated its
Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) in
2023 to underline, among other things, the
establishment of a domestic carbon market as a
part of its climate strategy. The Energy
Conservation (Amendment) Act of 2022 provided
a statutory mandate for such a Carbon Credit
Trading Scheme (CCTS). Through this, India aims
to align its climate commitments under the Paris
Agreement with broader economic goals. Yet, for
the market to truly support these objectives, it
must be meticulously designed to ensure
credibility, efficiency, and fairness. From global
experiences, India must incorporate two pivotal
lessons in its carbon market framework for
long-term success.

Upholding integrity of carbon credits
At the heart of any carbon market lies the
integrity of its carbon credits. The global
experience has seen the repercussions of
inadequate accountability in credit generation,
leading to instances of greenwashing. This issue is
pronounced in the voluntary carbon market
(VCM), where investigations have exposed
overstatements of project benefits, especially
within the forestry sector. A similar risk is feared
in India’s voluntary carbon market
operationalised under the Green Credit
Programme (GCP). The tree plantation guidelines
released by the government under the GCP were
criticised for perpetuating greenwashing by
encouraging non-scientific tree plantation. It is
also feared that under the CCTS, projects may fail
to ensure “additionality”, a critical measure
ensuring that emission reductions exceed those
of a business-as-usual scenario.

To navigate these challenges, India must
enforce rigorous protocols to verify the
authenticity of generated carbon credits. A

Shashank Pandey

Research Fellow at
the Vidhi Centre
for Legal Policy

India’s carbon
credit
mechanism
needs to be
aligned with
international
and domestic
realities if it is
to be effective

proposed national registry would be a robust
mechanism to track carbon credits and address
potential double-counting issues. Additionally,
independent third-party verifiers can play a
crucial role in assessing the additionality and
permanence of carbon reduction projects. By
emulating international best practices from
entities such as the [ETA or Gold Standard that
have greatly emphasised the generation of carbon
credits, India can cultivate a high-integrity
market, attracting domestic and global investors.

Alignment with global standards

India’s carbon market must also harmonise with
international carbon trading mechanisms,
notably Article 6 of the Paris Agreement. Article
6.2 facilitates countries in achieving their climate
objectives through Internationally Transferred
Mitigation Outcomes (ITMOs), making
compliance a critical aspect for participating
nations. The Article 6 rulebook, finalised at the
COP26 summit in Glasgow, outlines how
countries can engage in carbon trading while
upholding environmental integrity.

For India, this means incorporating
mechanisms to prevent the double counting of
credits, a crucial step to maintain the credibility
of global emission reduction efforts. India can
align its market with domestic and international
standards by integrating transparent systems for
accounting emissions reductions and carbon
credit transfers. Such alignment and a focus on
global best practices will enable India to
contribute to global emissions reductions while
actively safeguarding national interests.

One of the critical aspects is ensuring
environmental integrity, specifically under Article
6.2, which establishes a framework for countries
to cooperate on climate mitigation efforts through
international carbon markets. The World Bank’s
“Ensuring Environmental Integrity under Article
6 Mechanisms” report emphasised maintaining
robust environmental integrity within carbon
markets, especially under the Paris Agreement’s
Article 6 framework. It highlights that carbon
markets risk double-counting emissions
reductions without stringent safeguards, which

can dilute the credibility of climate
commitments. The report stressed that high
governance, verification, and accountability
standards are necessary to avoid “low-quality”
carbon credits from entering the market.

Focus on disclosure

Ensuring transparency is one mechanism to
ensure compliance and conformance with such
standards. To enhance transparency and uphold
environmental integrity within India’s carbon
credit system, it is imperative to have
comprehensive disclosure of project details,
including carbon reduction techniques,
benchmarks and third-party verification reports,
on a centralised, easily accessible platform.
Ensuring that projects adhere to stringent
additionality criteria guarantees that the credits
reflect real, additional emissions reductions.
Regular audits are essential for verifying the
sustainability of these projects. Oversight by
independent auditors approved by the Bureau of
Energy Efficiency (BEE) in India is crucial,
alongside real-time tracking of credit transactions
to boost accountability and provide insights into
the type of projects and their environmental
impacts.

The Voluntary Carbon Markets Integrity
Initiative (VCMI) framework introduces a tiered
system for companies to assess carbon credit
claims. This is to ensure the credibility of carbon
offset claims, aiming to enhance market
transparency. However, implementation faces
challenges, especially within India’s CCTS
initiatives, due to potential transparency issues
and the high costs of establishing monitoring,
reporting, and verification systems. These costs
could deter smaller projects initially.

India’s carbon credit mechanism, albeit
nascent, demands stringent enforcement and an
alignment with international and domestic
realities to be effective. By focusing on
transparency and integrity, India has the
opportunity to not only provide for a more
mature carbon market but also to stimulate its
climate finance aspirations, paving the way for
practical, sustainable development.

Giving shape to India’s carbon credit mechanism

HART & HIaeT Hfdc dF HI HTHR ST

Conference of Parties-29 (COP-29) in Baku, Azerbaijan
3%, oA H FFAAA & G&H T 2987 FFAAA (COP-29)

e The Conference of Parties-29, from November 11 to 22, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan, is about to
shift focus to the heated discussion on the aspect of climate finance again.
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119 22 daR 2024 e §%F, HSRSST H HEACT & Tall &7 2997 FFEAA Siefarg faed
& Uge] W INARRA T $I 3R €A Higd Ll drell Bl

e An essential component of this discussion will be the carbon credits framework and
disagreements over it between developed and developing countries.

SH AT AT Ueh Hecd Ul Ueeh Frael Hisc arar glan R Rwfla ik et dais
9T 39 W IrAgAfaAr g

e India updated its Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) in 2023 to underline, among
other things, the establishment of a domestic carbon market as a part of its climate strategy.

AR 72023 H 39e Todr &7 ¥ AuiRa aRreer (NDCs) 1 3rgader fhar, foras
3= STl & 3ldT, A STeary 0TS & TEcl e, FIael AR T FATGAT Hi
@ifea fmar

e The Energy Conservation (Amendment) Act of 2022 provided a statutory mandate for such a
Carbon Credit Trading Scheme (CCTS).
2022 &1 FoIT HIETOT (WeereT) AARAIHA 50 YR F FeaT FfZe SANR A= (CCTS)
& ToIU T el &7 & AR 3T el Il &

e Through this, India aims to align its climate commitments under the Paris Agreement with
broader economic goals.

S ATLIH U, HRA 379 Searg Faadaeudist o 3Ra gagila & dga cams anfds

A F TTT WP R HT I8 IQ@T ol

e Yet, for the market to truly support these objectives, it must be meticulously designed to ensure
credibility, efficiency, and fairness.

5T o7, 30 STaIR FI ST 35¢AT & AEdAfdSd ¥ F FAST I & [T, 38
faeawaiiaan, garar, 3R fasqarar gAfRad w@ & v ade &9 @ B fhar ser
EUY

e From global experiences, India must incorporate two pivotal lessons in its carbon market
framework for long-term success.

dfRTe AT U, R T IS FloeT TSR i H drdifad Fwerar s faw ar
FAgcaqUT aTa T eMfHe F=T =@1fgu|

Upholding integrity of carbon credits
Il HST A TeAAT FT FATC IGAT

e Atthe heart of any carbon market lies the integrity of its carbon credits.

R off FIeaT SR & G 7 3TF FaaT Fize Hr cgar A g gl

e The global experience has seen the repercussions of inadequate accountability in credit
generation, leading to instances of greenwashing.

aRTF FHT A HSe o A HIATTT SaTEceEr & IROMAT & ST 8, [T HRoT
MNAGIRNT & 30T TTAA 37T |

e This issue is pronounced in the voluntary carbon market (VCM), where investigations have
exposed overstatements of project benefits, especially within the forestry sector.
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Ig AT TARGF FEA IR (VCM) H TISE §, ST8T Sl & IRIASTT el &
AT F 3SR Far & [T &7 Fa=g a7 7|

e A similar risk is feared in India’s voluntary carbon market operationalised under the Green
Credit Programme (GCP).

RT & TaRed Feod TR T N 3@ yoR F1 f@F ¢, 5F Na FEe s
(GCP) & dgd Friifead fFar a=m &

e The tree plantation guidelines released by the government under the GCP were criticised for
perpetuating greenwashing by encouraging non-scientific tree plantation.

THR GaRT GCP & dgd SIRT &1 1S FETRIOT ARG RIS T 3Meliwetr $r a1g o,
Faifeh 7 MeAaiRRir 1 gorar 2 &, BAY &7 @ R-Aenfas gamivor & Neared
Hr gl

e Itisalso feared that under the CCTS, projects may fail to ensure "additionality", a critical
measure ensuring that emission reductions exceed those of a business-as-usual scenario.

Ig o 3MMerehT SIS o T & foh CCTS & dgd RS “srfaReaar giaRed se
# fathel g1 Tehcll €, ST Toh Hgcaqul AMUCS &, S I§ AR e § foh Scaoiad #
R AAT IRET F 3ifAF gl

e To navigate these challenges, India must enforce rigorous protocols to verify the authenticity of
generated carbon credits.

goT FAlTcIdl T HHAT A & AT, 3R Y 3cTeal [T AT el hiSC HT Fegal I
AT el & AU FSR NekPier o] L Bl

e A proposed national registry would be a robust mechanism to track carbon credits and address
potential double-counting issues.

T JEATad WSET IAEE FIelsT Hhise ¢ Ao 3R Femfad saer-Counting
AT I FNAT el & AT T Folgd dF gl

e Additionally, independent third-party verifiers can play a crucial role in assessing the
additionality and permanence of carbon reduction projects.

58 HTARF, Faad JAT-TaT FeATIeTehdl el Hell TRATASN hr IfafReFaar ik
TRICT T Hedichsl el 3 FAgeaqol $fHHT AT Fhot &
o By emulating international best practices from entities such as the IETA or Gold Standard

that have greatly emphasised the generation of carbon credits, India can cultivate a high-integrity
market, attracting domestic and global investors.

IETA IT Mes T35 ST TTATIHT T JRTSET Fafadr gUi3it ' 391, Sieglel Fraet
HST & 3cUled W IR 6T §, 9RA T 3eu-faawagdr arer IR Ahf@a &=
Tl &, 5 ae 3N ARaw gt w1 Ra weem|

Alignment with global standards

ARTF AFFH F T WEr

e India’s carbon market must also harmonise with international carbon trading mechanisms,
notably Article 6 of the Paris Agreement.
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R F FIoeT Tol Y HRTSET FIeT AR a4, AT &7 F INT go=ia F
FIede 6% TY WTF gl AT

Article 6.2 facilitates countries in achieving their climate objectives through Internationally
Transferred Mitigation Outcomes (ITMOs), making compliance a critical aspect for
participating nations.

HAEDE 6.2 32T T oAy 34T FT T Fel H FGE Al § HaUET &7 @
TIHEART fFT 7T FHAT IROMAT (ITMOs) & ATegH 4, 59q AT o are ¢af &

T 377UTe TUsh HEcaqul Uge] &1 STl ¢l
The Article 6 rulebook, finalized at the COP26 summit in Glasgow, outlines how countries can
engage in carbon trading while upholding environmental integrity.

IqeDde 6% fAud qrds # COP26 R wwdere A serrwan 7 3ifas &9 fov 71w, 7g
FATAT 3T § 5 22T FIaT AUR F FH 0T of Thd & A TAE0NT FeddT r
aFlTUT@FT'g“UI

Incorporating mechanisms to prevent double counting of credits

Hf3ca i saa FERET F Ve & v g9 F1 GgAEQY

India must incorporate mechanisms to prevent the double counting of credits, a critical step to
maintain the credibility of global emission reduction efforts.

HRA &I hi3eH T a9 FIBET FI Uhel & oI dF FI FATRA FAT gI9M, ST dRaeh
3cHoleT FHAT gATET Hr faraweiar sT W@ & v wF Agcayet #aA gl

Aligning its market with domestic and international standards by integrating transparent
systems for accounting emissions reductions and carbon credit transfers will help.

W 3 AT AFI F T 39 TR A AR Seqore w1 3R Fda Hfe

TEet & faw areelt yonferdt Thied e Age e
This alignment and focus on global best practices will enable India to contribute to global
emissions reductions while safeguarding national interests.

Ig T@UT 3 ARTF gafadw quEt W eI Higa Far Ag H ARTGF ST FH
T ANIETT 3 I TEH T, STt TAT Ral Hr @I HE|

Ensuring environmental integrity

TRl sr@sdr giakad e

Website: patrioticias.in
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A key aspect is ensuring environmental integrity, particularly under Article 6.2, which
facilitates international cooperation on climate mitigation through carbon markets.

Tsh YHE Uge] & Yol r@sdr iARed e, [aay &9 A 4R 6.2 g, Sit
IS SSRT & HAETH § SToldg AHA W IHeRTSET Feder T Giaem Jeled e ¢

The World Bank’s report stressed that carbon markets risk double-counting emissions
reductions without robust safeguards.

feg dF A RUIE o Ig IR AT F FeaT TRl & 3ot FHAT AT IqT FI3feT 1
Shf&# grar &, afe s gram 3urg 7 &
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The report emphasized the need for high governance, verification, and accountability standards
to prevent low-quality carbon credits from entering the market.

ROAIE 7 3=T AT, AT, 3R STAEEEY ATThl T 39T hdT U SR T, arfes faeT
IOTEAT ATel HIelal shise SR H TALT o F Feh|

Focus on disclosure

YHAHIOT T EATT higd HT

Ensuring transparency is crucial for compliance and conformance with the required standards.

URERIAT GIATRET FT 3MaRysh § dlfch 3MaRTsh AleTehl & ATY HeJarelet 3R
Ieferar giAfead g uel

To enhance transparency and uphold environmental integrity, comprehensive disclosure of
project details, including carbon reduction techniques and third-party verification, is vital.

URETRIAT F6Ta 3N qATaRuiT 3@sar o0 (@ & v aRAeTer faaxor, foras e
FH aeitd 3 AT 98T FT FedTaT A ¢, FT FAEIT THEHIOT AT FAgea ol &

Projects should meet stringent additionality criteria, ensuring the credits reflect real, additional
emissions reductions.

IRIASAAHT T 3 FTARTFAAT ARl A G AT AMRT, Tg AT I gU
sfscy aredfa®, faRed 3cueiad AT g £

Regular audits are essential for verifying project sustainability, with oversight by independent
auditors approved by the Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE).

frafaa 3ifee aR@isEr i Ruar 1 dcaar gAakaa & & fav e § S
¥aaa d@r qdatet can R R S €, o St qatar s9Y (BEE) ganT
3geied foram aram gl

Real-time tracking of credit transactions will improve accountability and provide insights into
project types and environmental impacts.

F3T AT-qT T aredias AT F T Al # gUR HEN 3R aR&ee T vt
3R gAfawoir garrat 9X SieTeh Y Jetel et

Voluntary Carbon Markets Integrity Initiative (VCMI)
TiRo® Fed IR J@sdaT 9gd (VCMI)

Website: patrioticias.in
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The VCMI framework introduces a tiered system for companies to assess carbon credit claims,
ensuring the credibility of carbon offset claims.

VCMI el suferal & Frder HT3T gral T Hedihed Hial & [T FaliFa yomet g&id
YT &, Sl Sl Jihae gral i faeaaeigdr AR adr gl

However, implementation faces challenges, especially within India’s CCTS initiatives, due to
potential transparency issues and high costs of establishing monitoring, reporting, and
verification systems.

glellfeh, FHATEIST H YA ¢, T §T & 3R &1 CCTS wgal & e, Fiifer Fenfaa
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aRefar Hear AR Aifeefer, Raiféer, st aeamger gonforat Hr wurdger v 3= wmerar

& FHROT|
e These costs may initially deter smaller projects from entering the market.

g 9T URH #H B IRANSTAT3HT T SR F AT el ¥ galcared d Tohal g

India’s Carbon Credit Mechanism

AR T FEd 3T Jormel

e India’s carbon credit system, though in its early stages, requires strict enforcement and
alignment with both domestic and international realities to be effective.

HRC I Ielel SIS JUTT, Bleliich TRIAH TROM # g, T THTET gl o folw HIT gaeler
IR IR FARET FEAfaFaIt & A1 W@OT HT AR ¢

e By focusing on transparency and integrity, India has the opportunity to develop a more mature
carbon market and stimulate its climate finance ambitions.

IREFIAT 3R FWSAT W €A shigd Fieh, IR & IIT Ueh GRUSd Flesl IR Aehiad
el 3R 379l Srerary faw AgcarRian3 # AR FE F T B

o This will pave the way for practical, sustainable development in the future.

Ig #fasT 3 gragRe, TR QAT ST AT YUEd S|
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Counting rlght
A caste survey will not automatically

mean higher quota for OBCs
L ast week’s launch of a caste survey in Te-

langana by the Congress government is a
step towards fulfilling its 2023 Assembly
poll promise. The survey may form the basis for
enhancing the quantum of reservation for Back-
ward Classes (BCs), going by the party’s election
manifesto. At present, 112 communities under
five categories of BCs enjoy a 29% quota in educa-
tion and employment, including 4% for socially
and educationally Muslim BCs. The survey is be-
ing undertaken at a time when demand for such
an exercise at the all-India level is growing louder.
In Tamil Nadu, an early mover in the area of affir-
mative action for BCs, political parties have been
raising the issue though divided on whether the
State or the Centre should conduct the exercise.
In poll-bound Maharashtra, the Opposition Maha
Vikas Aghadi has promised a caste-based census.
The Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh had stated
that a caste census undertaken for the welfare of
the downtrodden was fine but the BJP is cold to
the idea. The Union government had also said
that it had no proposal to make caste data of the
Socio Economic and Caste Census 2011 public. In
fact, in Karnataka, where most of the work on a
socio-economic and educational survey was
done about 10 years ago, the survey report has
yet to be made public despite the submission of
the final report to Chief Minister Siddaramaiah.
The idea of a caste-based survey is being float-
ed as a prelude to the automatic lifting of the Su-
preme Court’s ceiling of 50% in reservation for
0OBCs, SCs and STs. In June, the Patna High Court
struck down two Acts in Bihar, envisaging en-
hanced quantum in quota for BCs, Extremely
BCs, SCs and STs in education and government
jobs. The Nitish Kumar government had carried
out a caste survey prior to enacting the laws. The
High Court had emphasised the principle of
adequate representation while striking down the
laws. In the case on 10.5% internal quota for Van-
niyars within the Most BCs of Tamil Nadu, the Su-
preme Court had upheld the Madras High Court’s
conclusion that the reservation to the communi-
ty under the 2021 Act was based on “antiquated
data”. Compilation and presentation of data
would not mechanically pave the way for any in-
crease in the quantum, let alone breaching the
50% cap. Analysis of features such as poverty,
caste, occupation and location of residence
should justify any move to increase the quantum.
Besides, as in Article 16(4), only those communi-
ties inadequately represented in the public ser-
vices can be given job quota. No political party
should create an impression that a caste census
will lead to increased OBC reservation. The
Centre should also limit the ceiling of annual pa-
rental income in determining the creamy layer
among OBCs. Else, only the most advanced sec-
tions among BCs will continue to corner the be-
nefits of reservation.
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Counting right
e 7 &

A caste survey will not automatically mean
higher quota for OBCs

sifa adeTor &1 Add Tad: & AEE F
o 310 Fer a8 g

Caste Survey Launch in Telangana

qerer # Sfa wdator Hr eI

e  Last week’s launch of a caste survey in Telangana by the
Congress government is a step towards fulfilling its 2023
Assembly poll promise.

Uod §0Fd U TIHR SaRT dM=T H ST Feaior
T Q3T 2023 fAUTATSHT YATT a1& HT QA FA A

feem & v weH B

e  The survey may form the basis for enhancing the
quantum of reservation for Backward Classes (BCs), going
by the party’s election manifesto.

I% T Backward Classes (BCs) & folT 31ReT0T I ATET
ool & MR & FT H FHH H TohdT g, o1 b aref
& AT TS F FET AT

e At present, 112 communities under five categories of
BCs enjoy a 29% quota in education and employment,
including 4% for socially and educationally backward
Muslim BCs.

qoAT #, 112 GHEHET 1 BCs T 9 A0 & g
freT 3R VTR H 29% FeT FAoar g, Sad aAfas
i Mt w7 @ Ao gRaA BCsF AT 4% anfdier
gl

e  The survey is being undertaken at a time when demand
for such an exercise at the all-India level is growing louder.

I8 ad 37 AT fRar o7 w1 § o9 e aRdT TR
W SH d¥g & MM T AT dof & W& 2l

. In Tamil Nadu, an early mover in the area of affirmative
action for BCs, political parties have been raising the issue
though divided on whether the State or the Centre should
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conduct the exercise.

dfAeETg #, S BCsh [T HohRIcHS HRAS & &7 H 0N o1, Asieiids g 56

HeS &Y 38T 8 8, gTellih Ig TUSC a¥gl & foh Ig T AT shg @ foham Sirr =]
e In poll-bound Maharashtra, the Opposition Maha Vikas Aghadi has promised a caste-based
census.

HERTSE H AT YeATal o HegoTor, favell #gfasra Jrardt & snfa memRa Serarorar
&1 arer fomar gl

e The Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh had stated that a caste census undertaken for the welfare of
the downtrodden was fine but the BJP is cold to the idea.

TS FaGATH T o gl AT foh Arg shfaai s Feawr & fow har = sfa
STTIUTAT Sleh AT, oifehe] BIP 38 AR & 9T 33T gl

e The Union government had also said that it had no proposal to make caste data of the Socio
Economic and Caste Census 2011 public.

Fg WPR o g N g1 a1 & 38 g gEforw 3T anfde sfa StereroEr 2011 &
ST 3T T ATAolfalh el Pl P AT TeT gl

e Infact, in Karnataka, where most of the work on a socio-economic and educational survey was

done about 10 years ago, the survey report has yet to be made public despite the submission of
the final report to Chief Minister Siddaramaiah.

arEad H, Feilee A, STel 10 ATl Ugal Ueh ATAToTh-3M1d 3R AMésw adetor #r
3iferenTer wr R I o, RAie 378ft a6 arasiiae gt $r a1 &, greifer 3ifasm Rac
FegF Reuar s d@fg & o o)

e The idea of a caste-based survey is being floated as a prelude to the automatic lifting of the
Supreme Court’s ceiling of 50%0 in reservation for OBCs, SCs, and STs.

Sifa 3menRa S=19muTar &1 fa=R OBCs, SCs, 3iR STs & folw 31RET0T & 50% & daT

T TIA: Tl T YIATT & FT H 38RT T & &
e InJune, the Patna High Court struck down two Acts in Bihar, envisaging enhanced quantum in
guota for BCs, Extremely BCs, SCs, and STs in education and government jobs.

ST H, UeaT 3o ATl A RER A a7 FlefAl I g w7 e, foad e ik
W AHRAT F BCs, 313 BCs, SCs 3 STs & fAT 31RET0T &y ATFT daT &l

ITaYTe] AT|
e The Nitish Kumar government had carried out a caste survey prior to enacting the laws.
Aldier FAR THER A Flefel Tolld & g ST FI&TOT FAT AT

e The High Court had emphasised the principle of adequate representation while striking down the
laws.

3Td SR A Al B Ieg Pd gV SR gfafafiea s fguid w g faar o

e Inthe case on 10.5% internal quota for Vanniyars within the Most BCs of Tamil Nadu, the
Supreme Court had upheld the Madras High Court’s conclusion that the reservation to the
community under the 2021 Act was based on “antiquated data”.

afAe=Tg 7 Vanniyars & T 10.5% 3TdR® Hrer AF #, FHA FIE A 7@ 324
AT & fshy o FEY ogarn o 2021 wfafawsmr & dgd @Her w1 & w8 3ReTor
“Re ST TR TR 2|
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e Compilation and presentation of data would not mechanically pave the way for any increase in
the quantum, let alone breaching the 50% cap.

e &1 Heholel R gEgf Faanford &9 & fondlr ot gefr & e g1 @iy, o &
50% HIAT I IR FIeT HT HeATGAT oM |

e Analysis of features such as poverty, caste, occupation, and location of residence should justify
any move to increase the quantum.

e, Sfa, g 3t O Tare Sy [AAwant &1 [92avoT 3ReTor Y AT T &
et 8 g P TET SEIAT AR

o Besides, as in Article 16(4), only those communities inadequately represented in the public
services can be given job quota.

SHE 37oTdT, S o URT 16(4) 7 &g 917 §, el 3o GG 1 fSietehr Ardeifeieh
Jqanit 7 3rqaread wfafaftea g, Sl Frer ar S ghar g

o No political party should create an impression that a caste census will lead to increased OBC
reservation.

P15 T ToiTded UEl I§ UROT of S0 o ST S0 & OBC JHIRE&TOT 9631 |

e The Centre should also limit the ceiling of annual parental income in determining the creamy
layer among OBCs.

g B OBCs H A SR & uRor & o dieer 3y & @ar o [uiRa sl
Uyl

o Else, only the most advanced sections among BCs will continue to corner the benefits of
reservation.

3T, hael BCs S W Soold IIT TETUT & ST & UIed i |
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Political meltdown

Germany seems set for an economic
crisis amid political instability
T he collapse of German Chancellor Olaf

Scholz’s coalition in Germany last week
has plunged Europe’s largest and a reces-
sion-affected economy deeper into crisis. The
three-way coalition, involving Mr. Scholz’s Social
Democrats, Greens and pro-market Free Demo-
cratic Party, was struggling for the past year to
put up a united face amid public differences. As
the economic crisis worsened, differences on a
recovery also deepened, leading to Chancellor
Scholz sacking his Finance Minister, Christian
Lindner of the Free Democrats. While the Social
Democrats and the Greens supported more bor-
rowing and public spending to modernise and
support industry and a shift towards environ-
mental energy, Mr. Lindner advocated lower tax-
es and austerity measures. After Mr. Lindner’s fir-
ing, his party colleagues quit the government.
Infighting and economic challenges had already
turned the government unpopular. All three par-
ties in the coalition lost support in recent
months, while the Conservatives and the far-right
Alternative for Germany (AfD) saw a surge in opi-
nion polls. Now that he has lost parliamentary
majority, Mr. Scholz will have to depend on oppo-
sition parties to pass key policy measures, includ-
ing the budget for 2025, through the Bundestag.
Mr. Scholz has so far resisted calls to face a
vote of confidence quickly. Reports are that his
plan is to run a minority government for a few
more months. The Social Democrats say a col-
lapse of the government at a time of multiple
challenges would leave the country rudderless.
But Mr. Scholz clinging on to power, heading an
unpopular, minority government, is unlikely to
resolve any of Germany’s critical problems. The
continuing war in Ukraine has hurt the German
economy, which is set to contract for a second
consecutive year. The country has also seen a
large influx of migrants in recent years — over six
million in a decade — which the far-right AfD has
used to trigger panic in society and drum up sup-
port for itself. And the return of Donald Trump,
who is sceptical of American support for Ukraine
and NATO’s role in general, is also a concern for
Berlin. What Germany has to do is to bring in a
decisive shift in its Ukraine policy, focusing on
bringing the war to an end at the earliest through
talks. And it should also take measures to pump-
prime the economy and have policies to address
the immigration challenge in a humanitarian
fashion. Mr. Scholz, as a lame-duck Chancellor, is
unlikely to take any decisive measure. What he
can do is to face a vote of confidence immediately
and prepare the country for snap elections.
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Political meltdown
TSTelfae #dY

Germany seems set for an economic crisis
amid political instability

TS Ifde IHTERAT & fig =T 3nfd=w
dHe A 3T AT ¥

Collapse of German Chancellor Olaf Scholz’s
Coalition

THT AR TR et HT ASTUT IFR T
qdeT

. The collapse of German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz’s coalition last week has plunged Europe’s
largest and a recession-affected economy deeper into
crisis.

STHA TR 3eTh ool ol IGaUT TIHR &
Red goar e @09 i g9 TwE@iRaEd &

e rdegaeyr 3R IgY T A ol I g

. The three-way coalition, involving Mr.
Scholz’s Social Democrats, Greens, and pro-market
Free Democratic Party, was struggling for the past year
to put up a united face amid public differences.

der-vafir srsaye, oaa A7 effesr & arere
3AThed, M IR TR FASF BT SAsles urdt
A &, WSl Tk ATl & ATdSATIh ATHGT &
I Tehole o & HuY X @7 ATl

. As the economic crisis worsened, differences
on a recovery also deepened, leading to Chancellor

Scholz sacking his Finance Minister, Christian
Lindner of the Free Democrats.

S-S50 Tl FFe TeT, GUR W ATHG o 715X 8F
T, {99 IRUMHTSERT I Mool o WY
SHheT & faa &=, frfRaysr fasaR & s@ead &=
e
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e While the Social Democrats and the Greens supported more borrowing and public spending to
modernize and support industry and a shift towards environmental energy, Mr. Lindner
advocated lower taxes and austerity measures.

STgT Al 3Ahed AR Mo o 31M8s 3urt 3R aaefas @4 &1 q@da forar, afes
3T A ITYfATF S o Foh IR qATavofir St $r feer & seerna gy, agr A
foigaR o & U 3R Feldr 3urt F1 FHgT R

e After Mr. Lindner’s firing, his party colleagues quit the government.
A folseR Fr SEEAN & &6 37 grel & TgIeN @R § a6 g 1|

e Infighting and economic challenges had already turned the government unpopular.
IaR® os1s 3N nfdw galfai s ggor & W & afer s=m e an

e All three parties in the coalition lost support in recent months, while the Conservatives and the
far-right Alternative for Germany (AfD) saw a surge in opinion polls.

ST H Al qIfeAT T glel & FEIAl H FHAT HA gl I, Selieh Hordieed R I-
TSt T gfaurgely Oidl, reetafed B SHeAl (AfD) & F=Hd WIao & ded |

o Now that he has lost parliamentary majority, Mr. Scholz will have to depend on opposition
parties to pass key policy measures, including the budget for 2025, through the Bundestag.

3 S 3ol G FgHd @ fem &, A elest i Ruah wiidat v ek tgar g
2025 & dTe Afed Agcaqul AIfd 3UMT FI F3FCH & ACIA § 9IRAT & & v
e Mr. Scholz has so far resisted calls to face a vote of confidence quickly.
3T dow AT Mool A [ A & AT FA & oI STegarst T AR fhaT B
e Reports are that his plan is to run a minority government for a few more months.
Raéa & & 39 Aefell & AR ALl e IeTAqd TSR Tl T g

e The Social Democrats say a collapse of the government at a time of multiple challenges would
leave the country rudderless.

Hierer 3AHTH T Feoll ¢ & F TANAAT & FAT H IWHR & Tl G il amdar
Y |

e But Mr. Scholz clinging on to power, heading an unpopular, minority government, is unlikely
to resolve any of Germany’s critical problems.

AfehsT AT QATeeT &1 FAT T I TAT TGS, Teh AT, IeTHd AIHR I IregeTa
HT, FTHAT P AFeaqur FHATADAT 1 gl A T THTGAT 781 2

e The continuing war in Ukraine has hurt the German economy, which is set to contract for a
second consecutive year.

Tohel H ST Feor o A FeAqEAT I FHIIAT foham €, St g@y a9mar a¥ & forw
f@pser arelr &1
e The country has also seen a large influx of migrants in recent years — over six million in a

decade — which the far-right AfD has used to trigger panic in society and drum up support for
itself.

2 o §TT & gul H Teh 93Y MG HTaF ST § —<F aut & &g fAfeaaa 310 —
et 39ahr gr-aueT i gfarorady arét AfD & HATST # gawrge dar e 3 3rae
ﬁvwﬁarg&ﬁ%ﬁvﬁm%l

e And the return of Donald Trump, who is skeptical of American support for Ukraine and
NATO?’s role in general, is also a concern for Berlin.
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3 STes TFa T arodl, S g & faw 3rAREr wade ik areY & AT R wiE
R ¢ afda & fav off Riar & [T

e« What Germany has to do is to bring in a decisive shift in its Ukraine policy, focusing on bringing
the war to an end at the earliest through talks.

STHA @I ST AT §, 96 Il ool Nl H Teh fAUITIS I&altd o1l 8, ST Jeor
o U o GATCT Hlal & AT araT W e Shiga |

e And it should also take measures to pump-prime the economy and have policies to address the
immigration challenge in a humanitarian fashion.

3N 38 IrdegaTyT F YASad FA & G0 3UT HE A0 IR IrHardT Tt b
AFTAEE aF T FAT e & v Afaar gaer afge]

e Mr. Scholz, as a lame-duck Chancellor, is unlikely to take any decisive measure.
A Mo, Th AA-36 ek & &9 A, frdll off Ruias o 351 i F@91aeT 61 Bl

e What he can do is to face a vote of confidence immediately and prepare the country for snap
elections.

S 9€ #R Tohd €, T8 Xl TaRaT AT T THAT AT & 3R U I STedl g & fow
IR e g
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Can AMU finally claim a ‘minority’ status?

What does Article 30(1) of the Constitution state? Why did the 1967 Azeez Basha judgment state that Aligarh Muslim University cannot be considered a minority

institution? On what grounds has the 1967 judgment been revoked by the Supreme Court now?

IGS Paper |I: Article 30

EXPLAINER

Aaratrika Bhaumik

The story so far:
n a narrow 4-3 majority verdict, the
Supreme Court on November 8,
overturned its 1967 ruling in S.
Azeez Basha versus Union of India,
which had previously served as the basis
for denying Aligarh Muslim University
(AMU) its minority institution status. The
majority verdict was penned by former
Chief Justice of India (CJI) D.Y.
Chandrachud and endorsed by Justices
Sanjiv Khanna, J.B. Pardiwala, and Manoj
Misra. Justices Surya Kant, Dipankar Datta
and S.C. Sharma dissented.

What is a ‘minority institution’?
Article 30(1) of the Constitution
Hiousznd liglsh

minorities the fundamental right to
establish and manage educational
institutions of their choice. Article 30(2)
further mandates that the state must
ensure “equality of treatment” in granting
aid to all educational institutions,
regardless of their minority status.
Notably, such institutions enjoy greater
autonomy than most others. Under
Article 15(5), they are exempt from
providing reservations for Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes, and may
reserve up to 50% of seats for students
from their own community. In the
landmark T-M.A. Pai Foundation (2002)
case, the Supreme Court clarified that a
‘minority’ status should be determined
based on the demographic composition
of the concerned State, rather than the
national population.

What is the background of the case?
In 1875, Muslim reformer and educationist
Sir Syed Ahmed Khan established the
Muhammadan Anglo-Oriental (MAO)
College in Aligarh to offer modern British
education rooted in Islamic values to
Muslims. In 1920, the Aligarh Muslim
University Act (AMU Act) was passed,
incorporating MAO College and the
Muslim University Association into AMU.
Under Section 23 of the Act, only Muslims

Long awaited: The entrance gate of Aligarh Muslim University. WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

n 2019, a three-judge Bench headed by
former CJI Ranjan Gogoi referred the
Azeez Basha decision for reconsideration
by a seven-judge Bench.

The matter stayed in limbo till October
2023 when CJI Chandrachud constituted a

were permitted to be bers of the
university’s governing body, known as the
Court. While the institution primarily
catered to Muslims, students from other
religious communities were also

-judge Bench to hear it.

What did the majority rule?
Justice Chandrachud, in an expansive
interpretation of Article 30, affirmed that

dmitted. In 1951, this date for

Muslim-only representation on the Court
was abolished. A subsequent amendment
in 1965 redistributed the Court’s powers
among other administrative bodies, with
provisions allowing the President of India
to nominate members to it.

In 1967, the Supreme Court, in Azeez
Basha, upheld the amend to the

ished prior
to the adoption of the Constitution are
equally entitled to the protections granted
under Article 30(1). He clarified that
statutory enactments conferring legal
recognition or status upon such
institutions do not compromise their
minority character, provided their

Act, reasoning that AMU was neither
established nor administered by the
Muslim minority since it had been
established through central legislation.
This decision sparked widespread
protests, ultimately leading to an
amendment of the AMU Act in 1981,
which officially recognised the
university’s minority status.

In 2005, the university introduced a
policy reserving 50% of seats in its
postgraduate medical courses for Muslim
students. This was subsequently
chall d before the Allahabad High

foundational purpose was
predomi ly” aimed at b ing the
minority community.

The majority verdict further
emphasised that an institution does not
forfeit its minority character simply
because its administration is no longer
vested with the community. The judges
reasoned that founders or the minority
community might appoint individuals
from outside the community to helm the
administrative affairs, particularly if the
institution seeks to focus on secular
education. “This may be the case for

Court which struck it down on the ground
that the university did not qualify asa
minority institution as per the Azeez
Basha ruling.

In 2006, a two-judge Bench of the
Supreme Court stayed the reservation
policy and referred the case to a larger
Bench.

p | colleges which offer
specialised courses such as law, medicine,
or architecture, where the founders may
not possess the knowledge, experience,
or insight necessary to manage or
administer the institution personally,”
they added.

Accordingly, the majority overturned
the longstanding Azeez Basha ruling,

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

asserting that treating legal formalities for
recognition or degree conferral as
grounds to nullify an institution’s
minority status would constitute a breach
of fundamental rights. However, Justice
Chandrachud clarified that the onus rests
on the concerned religious or linguistic
minorities to demonstrate that the
educational institution was primarily
established for the benefit of their
community to qualify for protection
under Article 30(1). He pointed out that
such an assessment of the “brain” behind
an institution’s creation could be
conducted through a comprehensive
review of documents, correspondence
and historical records.

Dismissing the Centre’s contentions,
the judges further declared that
recognising an institution as one of
national importance does not inherently
diminish its minority character, as the
national and minority attributes are “not
at odds with each other nor mutually
exclusive.” They also refused to assign any
weight to either the provision of religious
instruction or the prominence of religious
buildings, such as the St. Stephen’s
College church or AMU mosque, in
determining an institution’s minority
status.

What do the dissenting opinions
state?

Justice Kant primarily differed from the
majority on procedural grounds, arguing
that the two-judge Bench in
Anjuman-e-Rahmaniya versus District
Inspector of Schools (1981), which had
initially questioned the precedent set by a
five-judge Bench in Azeez Basha,
overstepped its jurisdiction by referring

the matter directly to a seven-judge
Bench. He reasoned that this undermined
the Chief Justice’s authority as the
“master of the roster.”

While concurring with Justice Kant on
procedural impropriety, Justice Datta
questioned the legitimacy of AMU’s
minority status, asserting that conferring
such recognition after nearly a century
would amount to “historical revisionism.”
Notably, he critiqued the lack of
constructive discussions among the
judges on the Bench, revealing that the
draft opinions from Justice Chandrachud
— later forming the majority judgment —
were received late and underwent
frequent revisions. In a likely reference to
the majority ruling, Justice Datta
remarked that judges should refrain from
disregarding long-standing precedents in
favour of judicial activism.

Justice Sharma too concluded that
initial support from a minority
community does not automatically grant
an institution minority status, particularly
if the actual control vests with the
government.

What happens next?

A regular Bench, assigned by CJI Sanjiv
Khanna, will now reevaluate AMU’s
minority character based on criteria set
by the majority without being constrained
by Azeez Basha. Meanwhile, the stay on
the university’s 2005 reservation policy
will persist until a final determination is
made.

This reassessment is likely to have
far-reaching implications for AMU’s
autonomy, its authority to reserve seats
for Muslim students, and the broader
discourse on minority rights in India.

THE GIST

v

Article 30(1) of the Constitution
guarantees religious and
linguistic minorities the
fundamental right to establish
and manage educational
institutions of their choice.

v

In 1967, the Supreme Court, in
Azeez Basha, reasoned that
AMU was neither established
nor administered by the
Muslim minority since it had
been established through
central legislation.

v

Justice Chandrachud affirmed
that educational institutions
established prior to the
adoption of the Constitution
are equally entitled to the
protections granted under
Article 30(1). He clarified that
statutory enactments
conferring legal recognition or
status upon such institutions
do not compromise their
minority character, provided
their foundational purpose was
“predominantly” aimed at
benefiting the minority
community. The majority
verdict further emphasised
that an institution does not
forfeit its minority character
simply because its
administration is no longer
vested with the community.
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Can AMU finally claim a ‘minority’ status?

FIT TUAY Hdd: ‘HETHETF’ &of T GHaT FT el 87

What does Article 30(1) of the Constitution state? Why did the 1967 Azeez
Basha judgment state that Aligarh Muslim University cannot be considered a
minority institution? On what grounds has the 1967 judgment been revoked
by the Supreme Court now?

HiAemeT T Ieda 30(1) FAT Fear 82 1967 F 3rslier arem Hwer # F4T
FgT T T 3ot AREH feafacqarey & srevaeas dv g el
HAT ST WHaT? 3T FAT FIE A fFF YR 9T 1967 F Hwer F qg
feram &2

Supreme Court's Ruling on AMU’s Minority Status
TTAY # Ieques RRufa W ghe FE 1 Ay

e Inanarrow 4-3 majority verdict, the Supreme Court on November 8, overturned its 1967
ruling in S. Azeez Basha versus Union of India, which had previously served as the basis for
denying Aligarh Muslim University (AMU) its minority institution status.

T HHIOT 4-3 agAd harel #, A FE A 8 ATFR, 1967 & fvia 1 were feram, forwe
TH. ISlIST AT 9T AR W A 3relerg AR frafig@mery (voay) # srevdeas

e fr Rufa @ IR s 1 3maR an)

e The majority verdict was penned by former Chief Justice of India (CJI) D.Y. Chandrachud
and endorsed by Justices Sanjiv Khanna, J.B. Pardiwala, and Manoj Misra.

TgAd B 1 g 7ET FArEeher (CJI) Aard. deg A foran AR At @
ot .o, Warar 3R A A S sqer gHdT R

e Justices Surya Kant, Dipankar Datta and S.C. Sharma dissented.

=gHfd AT Fid, Uit & AR AL AT A IFEAfAYT fAvTy fear|

What is a ‘minority institution’?
‘HTHETH HEAT F4T g7

e Article 30(1) of the Constitution guarantees religious and linguistic minorities the fundamental
right to establish and manage educational institutions of their choice.

wfaeme &1 3eTede 30(1) T 3R SRl revHEEH 1 I qHe & dMftvw wEATr
T TATAT 3T gaueT @ Ao 3RER ST Far
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Avrticle 30(2) further mandates that the state must ensure “equality of treatment™ in granting aid
to all educational institutions, regardless of their minority status.

e 30(2) R TE Iy #ar & T T welr Aferer wEansit #i, =g oTehr
Iequeas Rufd $o o &), “qaAe TR gAafkad 3|

Notably, such institutions enjoy greater autonomy than most others.

oy w7 @, 0l TEms #r 3T 3rfHrer TEU & 317 FarREdr ued gidr g1

Under Article 15(5), they are exempt from providing reservations for Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes, and may reserve up to 50% of seats for students from their own community.

ITeBE 15(5) & 6, S AeqHfAd S 3N IR Setoniadi & v FRemores 4

e 9ed &, 3R T 3l e & orEl & fov el #150% aF ARET H Jhd g
In the landmark T.M.A. Pai Foundation (2002) case, the Supreme Court clarified that a
‘minority’ status should be determined based on the demographic composition of the
concerned State, rather than the national population.

Ve ELUA.T. 91§ BI3AS (2002) ATHS H, GIA HIE o TUsc foham &
Freqaeg®d’ RUfY F1 FuRor Gefa Tog & TAHIfETRT FIGAT S MR W glaT
gy, 5T o TSI FAATEAT & 3TUR W

What is the background of the case?
AHS FT oA F4AT 82
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In 1875, Muslim reformer and educationist Sir Syed Ahmed Khan established the
Muhammadan Anglo-Oriental (MAQO) College in Aligarh to offer modern British education
rooted in Islamic values to Muslims.

1875/, Ao Gure AR Renfae T 49 3ere @i - relire & qgrAsa wal-
IMRTeT (MAO) Fieler T FUTIAT H, AlH HATATAT T FEATHT FedT T TR
amyfas fafeer fRramdr om &

In 1920, the Aligarh Muslim University Act (AMU Act) was passed, incorporating MAO
College and the Muslim University Association into AMU.

1920 #, 3refiere ARFH faeafagzrery sfafaas (AMU srfarfasme) aiRa g3, s
MAO #iast 3R ARew fareaficarey wa @ vtay A anfAe far

Under Section 23 of the Act, only Muslims were permitted to be members of the university’s
governing body, known as the Court.

ITAfATH T 4R 23 & dgd, Shaol FHAATA 1 faeaidedrerd & el e, [ FIE
gl ST T, T HETT TeAal I Al 2|

While the institution primarily catered to Muslims, students from other religious communities
were also admitted.

Siafeh TE HEAT ATT §T Y FHAATAT b GaT Xl o, 37 enfites woperat & ol ot
oftr waer fer Srar aml

In 1951, this mandate for Muslim-only representation on the Court was abolished.
1951 , HIC H Fad AAAAEA 1 FaAfed H a5 fAaiar A a & 7S]

A subsequent amendment in 1965 redistributed the Court’s powers among other administrative
bodies, with provisions allowing the President of India to nominate members to it.
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1965 F fopT 1T Ter MU F HIC FI AFTAT & 37 emaAe Fert & i
qATGAR Y &2, forasd aRa & Tsgafar 1 58 Ty AR e B AT S
CIERICLIG RS

Overturning of the 1967 Azeez Basha Ruling
1967 3rsiier amem $haer Y geAT

e In 1967, the Supreme Court, in Azeez Basha, upheld the amendments to the Act, reasoning that
AMU was neither established nor administered by the Muslim minority since it had been
established through central legislation.

1967 H, GHHA HIC o ISlier ARMATHS & Hisled H fohT T HMAT I HET ST, T§
a% & gU o veAg o Ao Heuweas A TG A1 Gafed e fhar o Fifn
S FAT FToeT & g T fomam arar e

e This decision sparked widespread protests, ultimately leading to an amendment of the AMU
Act in 1981, which officially recognised the university’s minority status.

58 %had o S ARy gedid A oied fean, e aRumaETawT 1981 & Ay
sfafags & weius g3, fowe faeafaeares i seqaeas Rufa @1 nfRemRe &9

I AT 3

e In 2005, the university introduced a policy reserving 50%o of seats in its postgraduate medical
courses for Muslim students.

2005 #, faeafaearery & 39N dieedsiue AfSehe HIE 7 50% ST T 3mefor Afy
] @, S ARes sl S fow o

e This was subsequently challenged before the Allahabad High Court which struck it down on the
ground that the university did not qualify as a minority institution as per the Azeez Basha ruling.

S8 dIc A ARMEIG 3o FARTaT H Al &7 718, [ 38 @iier ax fan aife
faeatacarera Jrelier A had & HTAR HeUHEas H8AT & &7 # Ay =g |

e In 2006, a two-judge Bench of the Supreme Court stayed the reservation policy and referred the
case to a larger Bench.

2006 #, AT FIE o ar ~ararefiet Hi dis & IR&TOT AT W Ak @S HR ATHT A

I fs & g A

e In 2019, a three-judge Bench headed by former CJI Ranjan Gogoi referred the Azeez Basha
decision for reconsideration by a seven-judge Bench.

2019 7, GNHA HIE T T wararehei H drs, fSehr eqeTar gd CII et Mg o v,

o 3rafter amem hawer B A1 Fareet # b garr gAfdear & fav ae

e The matter stayed in limbo till October 2023 when CJI Chandrachud constituted a seven-judge
Bench to hear it.

HTHCT HFAT 2023 b SoIST T6T, 519 CII Fggg o 58 Golel o v ATy =ararehat $r
fte &1 TS foha|

What did the majority rule?
qgAd 1 F41 ok ar
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e Justice Chandrachud, in an expansive interpretation of Article 30, affirmed that educational
institutions established prior to the adoption of the Constitution are equally entitled to the
protections granted under Article 30(1).

A TEEs A 4R 30 F fawd e # g gt f R d@fRue sves @ 9@
e Mt weue off amT 30(1) & dgd JalT @ IS JIET F gHeR Bl
e He clarified that statutory enactments conferring legal recognition or status upon such

institutions do not compromise their minority character, provided their foundational purpose was
“predominantly” aimed at benefiting the minority community.

3ol Tuse fohar fF U0 TEUEl @ FepEr Agdr a1 RAf S arel Sl Saure
3ofoh IeUHTAF IRT H &ffd € g, SRt Jofohr INTAFREF Iy "HET 9 O
HeUHETS FHAT & o & v gl

e The majority verdict further emphasised that an institution does not forfeit its minority character
simply because its administration is no longer vested with the community.

SgAd & hae F FE ¢ FgT T F I TEA FT IR AT FAGT F I AT
g, o Ig 31U euwEds TR B @ FE Heval|

e The judges reasoned that founders or the minority community might appoint individuals from
outside the community to helm the administrative affairs, particularly if the institution seeks to
focus on secular education.

=TTl & o feT foh EEUS AT HeUHETS HAC HEA & TRIHS A
&I HATeTT A & [T FHE & a7 O FfFadl A1 fAgerd T Fohd g, A
g AT i fAeT & geay anfiier feTr & 3rerer anfdis Rram @ gy gafaryes

RIS 9 eaTeT Higd T AR B

e Accordingly, the majority overturned the longstanding Azeez Basha ruling, asserting that
treating legal formalities for recognition or degree conferral as grounds to nullify an institution’s
minority status would constitute a breach of fundamental rights.

SHd ITHR, TgAT A od FAT & Tell 3T QY rolisr amem Hae F1 Jeled §U TE Fel
T AeTar a1 1330 & & U el TerRendr3it & §¥ae @ Ieqaeds afa
FI TGg HL 1 AR T A 3SR w1 3eeae grom|

e However, Justice Chandrachud clarified that the onus rests on the concerned religious or

linguistic minorities to demonstrate that the educational institution was primarily established for
the benefit of their community to qualify for protection under Article 30(1).

gleliieh, TS dggg o Tase fohar fo foraely aaftd enfiie ar smoig srevaegst
W ¢ % 3 F5 fomr a& & At G0 g0 §7 @ 3% FHA & o & o
T &1 a5 oA oifeh S8 URT 30(1) & gl GR&T el Tl

e He pointed out that such an assessment of the “brain” behind an institution’s creation could be

conducted through a comprehensive review of documents, correspondence, and historical
records.

3egie g o1 I foh @Edr & @A & G & "AfETsE" S HoAih! GFA,
TR, 3R Maefe Refsw &1 g e & aAregw @ fHar o1 Fenar &
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Dismissing the Centre’s contentions

&g i glrar & @i FI@T

The judges further declared that recognising an institution as one of national importance does
not inherently diminish its minority character, as the national and minority attributes are “not
at odds with each other nor mutually exclusive”.

TRl A AR Ig A fRar & R SeUrT B ST Aged & FT H ACIAT
ol O TareTfds U T ST HeuuEdHh Afa 7 el 77 3l F3ifr wsd 3k

HeTHETH T[0T “Th g $ RAolid it § 3R 7 & vHq@y & a9 g &

They also refused to assign any weight to either the provision of religious instruction or the

prominence of religious buildings, such as the St. Stephen’s College church or AMU mosque,
in determining an institution’s minority status.

3egiel afde RYaw a1 nfiie sraat BT Agcaqoiar, S W FEGH Ploler FT T4 ATTCAY,
ARSIg, 1 fordl dEUTe & sreqweas feufa AuTiRa #a & A5 Agca & § AR
Y fem|

What do the dissenting opinions state?

Ruah R Fa1 Fega &7

Website: patrioticias.in
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Justice Kant primarily differed from the majority on procedural grounds, arguing that the two-
judge Bench in Anjuman-e-Rahmaniya versus District Inspector of Schools (1981), which
had initially questioned the precedent set by a five-judge Bench in Azeez Basha, overstepped its
jurisdiction by referring the matter directly to a seven-judge Bench.

AAHfS Hid A qET T QIR AcAS IURI T AT T IAgA U, T€ b & §U
o sispaer-v-tgarfaan qanr e faders FRer (1981) & & =yrmhel # 9, 5=
rSfter M A qrg iRl fr N5 ganrT T F9ik W Ygel HaTd 3O 2T, 384
A o S Ara gty Fr fis s I Ja 390 SAAHR T S8 e @M

He reasoned that this undermined the Chief Justice’s authority as the “master of the roster”.
3egiel Ig e [T o SHA HET e & HUFER & wAR A a2, a6
“TFAEET & JHAG@” B

While concurring with Justice Kant on procedural impropriety, Justice Datta questioned the

legitimacy of AMU’s minority status, asserting that conferring such recognition after nearly a
century would amount to “historical revisionism”.

STafeh FarEfd g UiharcAs® IEfRadr W ArHfd Fd ¥ HgATT sgad &, 3ol
TUAY At Ieuaeds Ul F duar R FaTT 351, I§ e gV o S9TeTaT Uk WY
dTe Ul AT T “XUfAeTRAS JeRraailehea” & e glaT|

Notably, he critiqued the lack of constructive discussions among the judges on the Bench,
revealing that the draft opinions from Justice Chandrachud — later forming the majority
judgment — were received late and underwent frequent revisions.

3T 7 I, 3giad o & gt & o [AAvTeAs T=@i3 it FA7 9 3raaear
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I, I8 e FA U o FArafd doge & Adter AR — o @ A sgAd & hae
% §T H IR g — & & 9o gU AR IR-aR Fqiera e v

In a likely reference to the majority ruling, Justice Datta remarked that judges should refrain
from disregarding long-standing precedents in favour of judicial activism.

~AEAfd guT A Herdd: SgAT & hae T HeH G gU Revavl & B wararehedt #
AdFIfas TR A TR3EIST Hidh ~AMAF Afhaars gal & AU o & S9ar
EUry

Justice Sharma too concluded that initial support from a minority community does not
automatically grant an institution minority status, particularly if the actual control vests with the
government.

=rdfd AT it g5 sy Fehrer % sevaeds e @ IR gHde deurT
P TAAIId & H Heqaedsd Ifa AT a1, AV &0 ¥ Ife adias HIa0r SR
& g &l

What happens next?
3T FIT gRI?
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A regular Bench, assigned by CJI Sanjiv Khanna, will now reevaluate AMU?’s minority
character based on criteria set by the majority without being constrained by Azeez Basha.

W3S Tlta GealT ST YA Toh WA NS 379 voAg #Y Ireqaeasd ey
Yefd{e el M, ST SEAT eaRT fAUIRT AleTesi & 3MUR 0, 3Siier R e@RT e
T giaeHt & Fobd g

Meanwhile, the stay on the university’s 2005 reservation policy will persist until a final
determination is made.

g o1, faeafacrerd #2005 3RETor Aifa W AF a9 dF T @I I d& v Afaw
Aot =gr forar Sran)
This reassessment is likely to have far-reaching implications for AMU’s autonomy, its

authority to reserve seats for Muslim students, and the broader discourse on minority rights in
India.

$H YeAdcdichel ol TUAY HT FarIadT, ARaH Bl & v det & 3ReTor & JfFR,
3R o # Ieqwess AR W a19s Tdf 9 gAY w3 IS hr HHIGAT B
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The underbelly of
Europe’s digital euro

The ECB has presented this central bank digital currency, the digital euro, as a new, better alternative for
citizens: free, anonymous, and reliable. But this does not convey its actual purpose

IGS Paper llI: Digital Currency]
Peter Schadt

he European Central Bank

(ECB) has been working on a

digital currency for some time

now; its “preparation phase”
commenced in November 2023. This LR, T M e g W (I - T S T W
currency is meant to be the government’s el o e F S e X e * % 3 e N - o
alternative to existing cashless options > o e e e m e P e ¥ > e S N - E
such as credit cards, apps, ¥ 3 4 . b . -
cryptocurrencies, and bank transfers.
People can use the digital euro to pay
directly from a digital wallet, on a
smartphone or computer, without
involving a bank or payment gateway.
Depending on the end device, the money
can be transferred via Bluetooth, a
browser extension or a smartphone
contact.

The digital euro differs from other
types of digital payment options because
the ECB issues it directly. Indeed, this
central bank digital currency is expected
to be an infrastructure that the ECB
manages, making it possible to process
national and international payments
between citizens and companies quickly
and cost-effectively. It will also be used for
micro payments, which are currently
disproportionately expensive thanks to
banks’ and payment-service providers’
conventional cost structures. The
cost-neutral digital euro effectively allows
for new business models. The ECB has
thus presented this as a new, better
alternative for citizens: free, anonymous,
reliable. But this is not the truth about the
purpose of digital currency.

The decisive difference

Anyone who buys with cash has abstract
wealth in the form of printed paper that
changes hands. With paper money, the
seller holds a state guarantee that the bill
of exchange also counts as such wealth.
According to Karl Marx, this money,
which is “the universal substance of
existence for all, and at the same time the
common product of all”, is the “real
commonwealth” of capitalist society. In
this practically validated commonwealth,
money is not an aid to production but its
ultimate purpose: things are only
produced if and insofar as they prove
their worth in bringing money-value
wealth into existence.

In such a society, in which buying and
selling are not marginal phenomena but
the form of its general metabolism, a
temporary lack of money shouldn’t bring
all social transactions to a grinding halt.
Accordingly, banks have been granting
loans long before there was digital access
to personal accounts. What used to be the
promissory bill is now a number in an app
on your phone.

Anyone who pays by digital bank
transfer, PayPal, etc. is already moving
away from abstract wealth in the form of
cash and towards digital certificates.
PayPal therefore guarantees the seller that
the buyer’s bank will provide her with the
money to pay for the product.

This is the decisive difference from the
digital euro: it will not be used to digitally

1 1
1 0 1

ISTOCKPHOTO

==l

limited to settling bills of exchange in
interbank transactions.

of direct payment in the digital space.
This emancipates the sphere of
circulation on the internet from financial
service providers and allows direct
transactions between users.

There are also technical consequences.
While payment transactions with debt
relationships to banks or financial service

Consolidation of private property
On the one hand, the digital euro is
nothing but a collection of zeros and
ones, bits and bytes, like the characters
on our banking apps. On the other, we

exchange debt claims between different
financial service providers that are
intermediaries between buyers and
sellers. Instead, it is a digital version of
legally valid cash. In November 2023, the
EU Commission clarified the digital euro
will be open to all citizens and won’t be

shouldn’t be fooled: this similarity doesn’t
alter the fundamental difference in the
political economy of the digital euro and
debt to the bank. In contrast to the digital
book money of the banks, the new
currency is just cash in a technically new
form and thus introduces the possibility

providers such as PayPal can only be
processed via the internet, the digital
euro also allows offline payments.

As offline payments are supposed to be
anonymous, public opinion often
emphasises that the new digital currency
“can keep up with the anonymity of

Website: patrioticias.in
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cash”, as e-euro expert Tobias
Weidemann says. Anonymity is certainly
possible with the right technical design
but it can’t be the principal motivation to
develop the digital euro.

The list of good reasons for the digital
euro are derived from the justifications
for money 1.0. The euro’s functional
definition, as a tool for private owners
who may find it difficult to sell their goods
or buy others’ without money, is repeated
with digital money: “It would be just as
practical at flea markets or in classified
ads as it would be among friends when
they are settling accounts for a joint
undertaking,” per Mr. Weidemann.

In each case, private property is first
assumed and money is then presented as
practical so that its circulation is
guaranteed. This is a circular argument:
money as abstract wealth is nothing other
than the objectification of private
property in pocket size. Money is not only
practical but practically necessary in a
society in which everything is subject to
the service of property.

The ECB presents the advantages of the
new currency in three steps. The first
headline claims “money is evolving”. This
is of course a lie with which the ECB
simply claims its monetary policy
ambitions as an intrinsic necessity of
modern currencies and thus sells it as a
necessary evolutionary stage. This is also
advertising in the spirit of justification:
one’s own action is the midwife of an
evolution that is coming, midwife or not.

1t follows this with the well-known
reinterpretation of money as a technical
achievement, which in its digital version
would do more to “make life easier”, a
practical experience that probably only
really applies to those who don’t only
depend on money in principle to live but
also have enough of it. But it is precisely
these people who are at stake when smart
contracts are to be concluded with the
digital euro.

Contribution to Europe’s sovereignty
The ECB’s move is to strengthen the
home of the euro through its digital
variant. This is the imperialist twist:
technical emancipation from financial
service providers that are not
headquartered in the EU and threaten to
dominate digital payment options. The
ECB claims a “digital euro would ...
contribute to the competitiveness and
resilience of our payments landscape
vis-a-vis payment service providers from
non-European countries.”

Herein lies the rub: because it is not
Europe’s own financial service providers
that have prevailed as a digital payment
alternative in the competition between
financial capitalists, the EU wants to use a
state alternative to prevent the digital
circulation sphere from becoming
dependent on U.S. capital.

But the European Union’s claim is not
limited to this defensive prevention of
foreign influence. Because the digital euro
would be one of the first currencies
available as a virtual means of payment,
the EU hopes to destroy some of the
business of foreign competitors as well.
This strengthening of the euro, on its way
to becoming world money used to do
business everywhere in the digital sphere,
is its political-economic claim.

It is better not to confuse this
competition between the leading
imperialist nations for a globally
recognised currency with one’s own
interest in shopping more easily on the
internet. In this respect, those who
understand the digital euro as a
simplification of their lives and those who
fear the “transparent consumer” are both
wrong. It’s simply not about the effects of
the currency on citizens.

Peter Schadt is union secretary, DGB
Region Stuttgart, and teaches at the
University of Stuttgart.
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The underbelly of Europe’s digital euro
[ & Bfoea O #1 st

The ECB has presented this central bank digital currency, the digital euro, as
a new, better alternative for citizens: free, anonymous, and reliable. But this
does not convey its actual purpose

i 7 57 Fd dF Bioea 7, Bloea @ #r aefRet ¥ v o=
AT, g AT & ¥ F veqa fvar 8 7w, gwae 3R frawea
AfFeT I8 3HFT aafdF 3427 QT adTaT 8

Digital Euro and its Development

Bfoea g 3k 39w Rew
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The European Central Bank (ECB) has been working on a digital currency for some time now;
its “preparation phase” commenced in November 2023.

R FET §F (ECB) o 7T & UF Bfoed AT W 1 X W@ §; 380 "dard
WM G 2023 F YT FIHT

This currency is meant to be the government’s alternative to existing cashless options such as
credit cards, apps, cryptocurrencies, and bank transfers.

Ig HGT THR &I dhieush faehed §, St Hisfer e awe fFedl 94 i3 18, ¥,
e ¥ 3R dF T 1 T A

People can use the digital euro to pay directly from a digital wallet, on a smartphone or
computer, without involving a bank or payment gateway.

airr BfSreed gy o 3uter Bfded afde @ @Y gardeT aa & faw & Fhd €,
TATEHIT AT FY WX, &1 fordly S a1 sporarer ded & AiAe U

Depending on the end device, the money can be transferred via Bluetooth, a browser extension
or a smartphone contact.

I ITRIT & MR TR, AT se[cy, FBR THFHEAT AT FHERIA HIH & AEIH 4
TAATART T ST HeheTl &

The digital euro differs from other types of digital payment options because the ECB issues it
directly.

BfSree 377 R & B oerae fawedt & 3reeT § Fifs ECB 58 @i Sy

EXG I

This central bank digital currency is expected to be an infrastructure that the ECB manages,
making it possible to process national and international payments between citizens and
companies quickly and cost-effectively.

I F4T 3% Bfoea 7qa1 v g s @ 3AE 8, 98 ECB wefd & g,
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foa@ areriet 3R Fufaal & Sra @ AR FaTRSAT $erareT 1 Siedl 3R arera
T adieh & Farad fhar ST T

e It will also be used for micro payments, which are currently disproportionately expensive thanks
to banks’ and payment-service providers’ conventional cost structures.

SH YEA It & TIT o 3uher fohar Sirven, St g & et 3R gerarel dar
yerar3it & IRaRes oerd T3 & HROT AT & T Hg

o The cost-neutral digital euro effectively allows for new business models.
anTd-deey Bfded FU Ml §9 A AT AR Alsd AT AT T g

e« The ECB has thus presented this as a new, better alternative for citizens: free, anonymous,
reliable.

38 YR, ECB & 38 ANRSI & T veh #72m, dgcR fdeved yedd fham §: fqw,
AT, 3R feaw |

e But this is not the truth about the purpose of digital currency.

e a5 Bfoee HaT & 3682 & o) & #a 76

The Decisive Difference

Aos 3raT

e Anyone who buys with cash has abstract wealth in the form of printed paper that changes hands.

St @IS e A TAGHT T &, 3Hh I Hiod HEle & & & 30T G gl ¢ o

g1 Seoldr gl

o With paper money, the seller holds a state guarantee that the bill of exchange also counts as
such wealth.
FIST HET & 1Y, Tshell Toq F AR @ § 6 RAfaww oa o ool gofy & &9 &
frar Srar gl

e According to Karl Marx, this money, which is “the universal substance of existence for all, and
at the same time the common product of all”, is the “real commonwealth” of capitalist society.

FTel ATFH & IHTAR, Tg O, S aefy & faw 3fdca 1 aaaifas aeq & 3R ary
& |l T WA 3cUTE &, YollaId! HATS &l "Iedideh HHT Fafa 3|
o Inthis practically validated commonwealth, money is not an aid to production but its ultimate

purpose: things are only produced if and insofar as they prove their worth in bringing money-
value wealth into existence.

3H SIIEEIRSG &7 ¥ YATOIT AHT TR 7, 37 3cuteT Y Ace A7 § dfodh sTPT
A 3eerT §: a&qu el 3curfed gieh €, afe 3R 59 a3 aaa-Hea dufd
¥Aca & oed F T AT AT I &

¢ Insuch a society, in which buying and selling are not marginal phenomena but the form of its
general metabolism, a temporary lack of money shouldn’t bring all social transactions to a
grinding halt.

W gate F, G @die i @ @Y i geae J6F § afed sad g
TATIIT T &7 §, 9 AT 3TARY FAT o T TTATTSS oJeT-cal T Ahell ol ATRT|
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Accordingly, banks have been granting loans long before there was digital access to personal
accounts.

39 YR, 4 IiFaerd grdt d% f3foiee 95T & 5ol & ot Tae X T A
What used to be the promissory bill is now a number in an app on your phone.
ST T T 3T FHIAT AT, 39 TE 3T Blel R TH W H Th TCIAT §e I ¢

Digital Euro and its Development

Bfoea I ik suw T

Anyone who pays by digital bank transfer, PayPal, etc. is already moving away from abstract
wealth in the form of cash and towards digital certificates.

S 1S Bfoea I graws, W e & AETA7 F AT FT €, T6 T6A & G H
9 #A AT Gufa @ RBfoesd gaAmormE=t fH AR 96 @ 2

PayPal therefore guarantees the seller that the buyer’s bank will provide her with the money to
pay for the product.

38 YR, ¥ fashell &1 T§ RS & § 6 @SR 1 S 3cug & At & v
39 49T geTe a|

This is the decisive difference from the digital euro: it will not be used to digitally exchange
debt claims between different financial service providers that are intermediaries between
buyers and sellers.

I5 BBforee g @ favias srave: s 39 fRffes e Qar veransit & o wor
A F Bfocd T F HET-YeT et & AU JAg1 har S, o @dery 3k
fashamsit & drT #FETEy g gl

Instead, it is a digital version of legally valid cash.

$H% T, IE Fleeil §9 AT A F U [STAed FERT ¢ |

In November 2023, the EU Commission clarified the digital euro will be open to all citizens and
won’t be limited to settling bills of exchange in interbank transactions.

ddaY 2023 #H, EU 3rer &7 Fuse fham T f8foiea g @ef amemient & faw geem 3R
XA defed A fAfawy wHi A fves d% @ifad 780 gl

Consolidation of Private Property

et Iy &1 wahiHIor
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On the one hand, the digital euro is nothing but a collection of zeros and ones, bits and bytes,
like the characters on our banking apps.

T IR, BiSed g o & afcwh g7 AR wh @1 Gag ¢, Rew IR amew, S gAr
dfFer dow oX ar|

On the other, we shouldn’t be fooled: this similarity doesn’t alter the fundamental difference in
the political economy of the digital euro and debt to the bank.

qE{l 3R, gH UIET gl W AIgT: Ig FAWA Bfoee U 3N dF & Hordhr
TSAIf® HHATEAT H HAHA HeA HI 6T TGl

In contrast to the digital book money of the banks, the new currency is just cash in a technically
new form and thus introduces the possibility of direct payment in the digital space.
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dot o BfSreea g w7l & A9ld, 75 HaT Shao @Fe &, ST T adelh T { AT TG

3R 38 vohR Bfoed FI9 & Yegat ${ardra bl FTaell G Hc g

e This emancipates the sphere of circulation on the internet from financial service providers and
allows direct transactions between users.

I geteie W aRadsr & &1 I ol qar yerdsi & fad i § AR STATHdst &
&1 wegeT A3 H AT & B

o There are also technical consequences. While payment transactions with debt relationships to
banks or financial service providers such as PayPal can only be processed via the internet, the
digital euro also allows offline payments.

g% 3TcITaT, dheteh aRome off §1 Safer St a1 fadir Jar geransit s ate § For
AL AT olel-&ol Shdel $IAC o HATEIH H & FAUd fhv o o €, Bioeer 3
JTBeTSeT S[arTaer b1 o1 IeTATT &ar B

e As offline payments are supposed to be anonymous, public opinion often emphasizes that the

new digital currency “can keep up with the anonymity of cash,” as e-euro expert Tobias
Weidemann says.

Tieh IHThellSel Tl AHATH glel TR, THTAT Hdslioleh T IFEY $H &l W SR
&t & for 18 BfSreer g1 "Feng 1 et & WY Ao [er dendr 8 o b 3-
U A Afeaw disdAa wga £

e Anonymity is certainly possible with the right technical design but it can’t be the principal
motivation to develop the digital euro.

AT AR §9 & TGl Teheltenl [S3llgeT o AU §9G g, il Ig Bfoeer g
fArfid e & T wTafA® O el g1 vl

e The list of good reasons for the digital euro are derived from the justifications for money 1.0.
fBfoed g F T 3= FROT & T A 10F e @ FFreT 75 &

e The euro’s functional definition, as a tool for private owners who may find it difficult to sell
their goods or buy others’ without money, is repeated with digital money.

U & HicHS TR, fasht Arfasi & foU v 3o & &9 #, Geg 99 & e
39el HATT T ST AT GEI HT AT GAGAT HideT & Fohell ¢, Bforea 4o & ary
aEE ST &

e “It would be just as practical at flea markets or in classified ads as it would be among friends
when they are settling accounts for a joint undertaking,” per Mr. Weidemann.

"IE Foll ATHTH IT FATABISS USH H 3T &1 SATGeING g e o areat &
ST I U HYFT G F AT @ Ruerr & @ A § A AT & R

e Ineach case, private property is first assumed and money is then presented as practical so that
its circulation is guaranteed.

s HATHel H, 9gel faslt U Sl AT S § 3R i 3 & caragiRes &9 &
S fohar SITaT & drfeh g&ehr aRage giafRad & @

e This is a circular argument: money as abstract wealth is nothing other than the objectification
of private property in pocket size.

Ig U IRUT aF B T FURT & &9 A 941 F 3R A6 afedn Tt daf
TEGAEFOT 8, ST AT F HFR A §
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Money is not only practical but practically necessary in a society in which everything is subject
to the service of property.

4T 7 o IEEIRG & o U VH JATS H ARG T ¥ HETFH ¢ o9H &
e Hafy Y qard g

Money is evolving

The ECB presents the advantages of the new currency in three steps. The first headline claims
“money is evolving”.

ECB S Hal & ofe &I dlel TRUN H T Har gl gger My egar ¢ "dar Refda
g @

This is of course a lie with which the ECB simply claims its monetary policy ambitions as an
intrinsic necessity of modern currencies and thus sells it as a necessary evolutionary stage.

Ig SUh TH FI5 ¢, o gaRT ECB =i At afifer it srgcarmiansit 1 smyfaes
HaIt T U AR HEGRThdl & T H T&dd Tl & 3R 38 YR 38 Th
39S QAeaTcHS IOT & T H S9aT ¢l

This is also advertising in the spirit of justification: one’s own action is the midwife of an
evolution that is coming, midwife or not.

g Ueh YohR T TR & S HIcT & oeelr & §: 9=l e T fohar v Ao arelr
e &1 s &, I’ 98 ar$ & ar A8

It follows this with the well-known reinterpretation of money as a technical achievement, which
in its digital version would do more to “make life easier”, a practical experience that probably
only really applies to those who don’t only depend on money in principle to live but also have
enough of it.

$HS d1C Ig AN I Ueh dahelldhl ITAfU & & H Jof: SAEAAT FT 8, T $Hb
Boea Trurd " # W I F T 31 F1 Fm, vh 198RS
3THT S MG Fael 3ol W e gl § S Fae Rggid 77 F 8§ @ FIR g
81, dfes 3oTor urg gATea dr off giar g

But it is precisely these people who are at stake when smart contracts are to be concluded with
the digital euro.

Afthet T o1 SNTEH A g § o1 BiFed I & Y TAR Hay fhe S g

Contribution to Europe’s sovereignty

UG AT FWAT F ArerT
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The ECB’s move is to strengthen the home of the euro through its digital variant.
ECB &' Ig Ugel U &I 3 Bfoed FFFmior s aAreasd § #oiqy el & v g

This is the imperialist twist: technical emancipation from financial service providers that are not
headquartered in the EU and threaten to dominate digital payment options.

Ig AHATSIAEr A1S & 3 i far qeransit @ deneiehr Hird St EU H H&dTerg w80
wWd 3R Bfoea sErae Reedt ® Feom B amwd &q g
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e The ECB claims a “digital euro would ... contribute to the competitiveness and resilience of our
payments landscape vis-a-vis payment service providers from non-European countries.”

ECB &7 arar ¢ o "RBfSreer I ... AR aferarer aReed &7 giceveficashar iR odieme
ol IR-JUUR CRAT @ raTeT QT WETAI3i & FHepreel Feruan|”

e Herein lies the rub: because it is not Europe’s own financial service providers that have
prevailed as a digital payment alternative in the competition between financial capitalists, the
EU wants to use a state alternative to prevent the digital circulation sphere from becoming
dependent on U.S. capital.

g G ¥ it A qUT & e R dar vararad § R R dehtaat
& drg gfaeat & Bfdee sperame RFews s # Fheldr e 1 §, EU T fashed
T 3TN FAT A6 & oA Bioreer aRw=wor &= 3R it i 7 & Sl

¢ But the European Union’s claim is not limited to this defensive prevention of foreign influence.
Afthet T T FT grar Fae e vIa i Ak dF AT TG &

o Because the digital euro would be one of the first currencies available as a virtual means of
payment, the EU hopes to destroy some of the business of foreign competitors as well.

Faifen FEforeer JX ax3rer eTaTel AT & T H IUY glel dlell Ugell Hald H &
T 1T, EU 35Ie aar § T T facel wfawafial & o caaary &t o ase o
|

e This strengthening of the euro, on its way to becoming world money used to do business
everywhere in the digital sphere, is its political-economic claim.

JU N Ig Ferelor, 5l Bfored & A &7 S91E AR et & forw 39T g arelt
faRa AT I A IR 9 T@T &, A AAAR-37Th grar §

o Itis better not to confuse this competition between the leading imperialist nations for a globally
recognised currency with one’s own interest in shopping more easily on the internet.

$afIT Ig S5k § o 58 vHE FEAeIad) aif & 9 dRgw w9 F Agar wred JaT
& foT gfaege’ #I Seteiec W INAET ¥ TR w7 39 3R & af@a 7 Far

Sl |

e In this respect, those who understand the digital euro as a simplification of their lives and those
who fear the “transparent consumer” are both wrong.

3 Heal H, ST oot Bfoed Q&I 39e Shaed & & o & 9 F FAS ¢ R
St arRgeft FusFar @ st €, Al aTed g
e It’s simply not about the effects of the currency on citizens.

TE FIT AR R AT F TG & IR F 7 ¢
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Trial reforms, promoting mediation
among new Chief Justice’s priorities

IGS Paper |I: Judiciary |

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

Justice Sanjiv Khanna, who
took oath as the 51st Chief
Justice of India on Monday,
said the core principles of
the judiciary was to pro-
vide equal treatment, fair
opportunity at justice to all
and unbiased adjudication
to all, regardless of status,
wealth or power.

Chief Justice Khanna, in
an official statement re-
leased by the Supreme
Court, said judges had a
“constitutional duty to en-
sure easy access to justice
to all citizens of our great
nation”.

“Judiciary is an integral,
yet distinct and indepen-
dent part of the gover-
nance system. The Consti-
tution trusts upon us the
role of constitutional guar-
dian, protector of funda-
mental rights, and respon-
sibility to fulfil the
important task of being
service provider of justice,”
Chief Justice Khanna said.

He underscored the jud-

Justice Sanjiv Khanna at the Rashtrapati Bhavan on Monday. P

iciary’s commitment and
responsibility as “protec-
tors of citizens’ rights and
dispute resolvers”.

The Chief Justice identi-
fied his top priorities as
making judgments com-
prehensible to the citizens,
promotion of mediation,
adoption of focused re-
forms in criminal case
management such as re-
ducing trial duration and
efforts to make litigation
less gruelling. He termed
the judiciary the “third
wing of democracy”.

Chief Justice Khanna
was administered the oath

of office by President Drou-
padi Murmu at the Rash-
trapati Bhavan.

The short but impres-
sive ceremony saw Vice-
President Jagdeep Dhank-
har, Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, Ministers,
former Chief Justices of In-
dia, and sitting and retired
judges of the Supreme
Court and High Courts in
attendance.

Six-month tenure

Justice Khanna succeeds
Justice D.Y. Chandrachud,
and is scheduled to retire
on May 13, 2025.

After being sworn in,
Chief Justice Khanna ack-
nowledged the gathered
audience before travelling
to the Supreme Court to
hear the 47 cases listed at
Court One — as the Chief
Justice’s court is called.

Next door, in Court
Two, where he had presid-
ed for months before his
appointment as the Chief
Justice, hangs the life-size
portrait of his uncle, the le-
gendary Justice H.R. Khan-
na, whose championing of
personal liberty during the
dark days of Emergency in
1977 cost him his Chief Jus-
ticeship of India. The story
of the elder Justice Khanna
still resonates as activists
and citizens booked under
draconian laws struggle for
bail.

The Chief Justice, in the
statement, identified case
backlogs, making litigation
affordable and accessible,
and the need for simplify-
ing complex legal proce-
dures as the key challenges
ahead of him during his
six-month tenure.

Trial reforms, promoting mediation among new Chief
Justice’s priorities

AT AET TN Fr TAfAFAET T T FUR,
HAEYTAAT H IG@T AT AT
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Justice Sanjiv Khanna Becomes the 51st Chief Justice of India

A Wllg @l AR F 519 qE&T ~arrefer a9
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Justice Sanjiv Khanna took oath as the 51st Chief Justice of India on Monday.
A Holld ool o WIHAR T AR & 51d A& ~ARTEAT & &7 & 9y Y|

He emphasized the core principles of the judiciary: to provide equal treatment, fair opportunity at
justice to all, and unbiased adjudication to all, regardless of status, wealth, or power.

3ol FATgUTiIehT & H& f{ewidl ) SR feam @sft & @ 3R, =9 & 3R
3T, 3R Rufa, ya araar & Taav fasger fHof)

In an official statement, he said judges have a "constitutional duty to ensure easy access to justice
to all citizens of our great nation™.

U FAFRE AT H, Iogial Fal o e &1 adunfae Facg ¢ & 3 gAN
Aol G & T AR T #I9 dF I 95T AR HI”

Chief Justice Khanna described the judiciary as an integral, yet distinct and independent part of
the governance system.

AT TR Toodl o wRAUISRT I AT IGEAT HT Teh Ao, Afehad faRIse
AR Faad gEar qamr|

He stated that the Constitution entrusts the judiciary with the role of constitutional guardian,
protector of fundamental rights, and the responsibility to fulfill the important task of being
service provider of justice.

38l gl foh ATAUT ~arguTfershl & Aiaufas ateh, #ifasd AR F1 TeTe 3k
=T J&Te el Ageaqol oA divar g

Chief Justice Khanna stressed the judiciary's commitment as "protectors of citizens’ rights and
dispute resolvers".

A RN Toell o wAIUIenl T FfATedr $l "AETRST & HART & I&Th
3R faarg gaATTeRar & ® F Y@ifhd R
He identified his top priorities as making judgments comprehensible, promotion of mediation,

criminal case management reforms like reducing trial duration, and efforts to make litigation
less gruelling.

3egiel AU GHE ARSI & &9 & faokl w1 e A9 qaren, seaegar #
qGTAT AT, AT AW F JauT A FUR S Hhed 1 3Gl Al HA A, 3R
HhcHTS I HH FSCERIS ol & JAMA! HT Tgalel |

Chief Justice Khanna called the judiciary the "third wing of democracy".

ALY TR Gooll o wRAUIfART I "dlhdd & T 9@ & § H AT

He was sworn in by President Droupadi Murmu at Rashtrapati Bhavan.

3¢ Tregafa ghadt A & wegufar saa & vy eS|

The oath ceremony was attended by Vice-President Jagdeep Dhankhar, Prime Minister

Narendra Modi, Ministers, former Chief Justices of India, and judges of the Supreme Court
and High Courts.

AYY TFUT ARG H YA TGN U@, U= iig AWY, HAWI0T, #RA & &
A ~argefier, 3R gl FIE 3R 37 Farredl & st & aer fo)
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e Justice Khanna succeeds Justice D.Y. Chandrachud, and is scheduled to retire on May 13,
2025.

R Toell o FARHSS S.a1s. Fgeg w1 T o, 3R 3t Aarfagia 13 7§
2025 & AU B

e After taking the oath, Chief Justice Khanna acknowledged the gathered audience before heading
to the Supreme Court to hear 47 cases listed at Court One.

ATY A o §IG, T RN Toedl o Teh{Id eelehl T ewadle fhar 3R e gt
FIE AT STEI HIE a A Felaices 47 AT T Forars |
e Court Two, where he had presided for months before his appointment as the Chief Justice, holds

a life-size portrait of his uncle, Justice H.R. Khanna, a legendary figure who championed
personal liberty during the Emergency of 1977.

FIE g, SET ool HET R Tofel @ Ugel HElAl deh Egeiar & &, 7 3a7eh
T, SIS TILIR. ol I SIael-3ehR T RIAThfa &, St 1977 & 3TaTcshrer
SRTeT i Taaaar & aadH J|

e The legendary Justice H.R. Khanna’s stance during the Emergency still resonates as activists and
citizens booked under draconian laws struggle for bail.

FETT SARIHAA TR, Weedl & AT & SR foram arm &@ 31t o [arer &
FIfh GATHRY FIAl & ded TRFAR HRIGAT AR ARRE FaA=aT & v Fav¥ & @
gl

o Justice Khanna identified key challenges as case backlogs, affordability of litigation, and the
need to simplify complex legal procedures.

R Toell & GHE AT & &9 & AT FT AFaAlT, HFGACTST AT Fersra,
AR SIfeer FefEAr afFanat &l @Te S= T IMaeTehar Hr ggHE #
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For farmers, daily pursuit of
scarce DAP in sowing season

Farmers’ unions have been protesting over fertilizer shortage and tardy procurement of paddy in

Haryana and Punjab; they are worried the scarcity will delay sowing of wheat, affecting the crop

[PCs |
Nikhil M. Babu
KAITHAL/SANGRUR

t the Pradhan Man-
A tri Kisan Samriddhi

Kendra (PMKSK) at
Bunna village of Kaithal
district in Haryana, farm-
ers keep coming on bicy-
cles and motorcycles to en-
quire if diammonium
phosphate (DAP), a chief
fertilizer used while sow-
ing wheat, is available, but
they return home
empty-handed.

“We don’t have a single
sack of DAP left, but eve-
ryone wants DAP,” said a
worker at the centre.

Farmers told The Hindu
that while they were strug-
gling to procure DAP, priv-
ate shops were selling it
either at a premium or
forcing them to buy fertiliz-
ers or pesticides that they
did not need along with it.
Farmers in Punnawal vil-
lage of Punjab also echoed
similar views.

Farmers’ unions have
been protesting over the
shortage of DAP and tardy
procurement of paddy in
both the States. Farmers
are also worried that both
the factors will delay sow-
ing of wheat, which will ne-
gatively  impact the
produce.

Fully empty: A farmer walks out of a fertilizer godown

empty-handed in Haryana. SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

At the office of Harbans
Singh, Chief Agricultural
Officer (CAO) in Sangrur of
Punjab, at least two groups
of farmers came to meet
him for DAP in a 45-minute
window on a November
morning.

“Even a senior officer
just called me to ask
whether DAP is available.
Everyone wants DAP,” Mr.
Singh said about the shor-
tage, as he got another en-
quiry for DAP over his
smartphone.

At the PMKSK in Bunna
village, Raghuveer Singh,
50, said he has been trying
to get DAP for the past two
weeks. “I have to sow in
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the next four or five days. If
I don’t get it through go-
vernment, then I will have
to buy it from private
shops,” he said.

He said that if he is un-
able to get DAP, then he
will have to buy NPK, an al-
ternative, but DAP gives
better results. “Every other
year there is a shortage of
DAP. The government
should increase the pro-
duction,” he said.

Ramesh Kumar, 57,
came on a bike to the out-
let, only to return empty-
handed. “I have got eight
bags of DAP and I need 14
more. IfI do not get it from
the government, then I will

have to buy it at 32,000
from private shops instead
of 1,350 at the govern-
ment,” he said.

Harbans Singh said the
Union government is sell-
ing nano DAP and nano
urea to farmers along with
the DAP. “The department
(Punjab government) is
telling farmers that if you
do not need them, then do
not buy them. The Punjab
Agricultural University has
not recommended it,” he
added.

Early morning queues
Meanwhile, Inderjit Singh,
national vice-president of
the left-affiliated All India
Kisan Sabha (AIKS), said
the shortage is a big issue
in both the States. “Farm-
ers are standing in queues
for hours from as early as 4
a.m. at some places and
going back home empty-
handed. At many places in
Haryana, DAP is being sold
through the police due to
the high demand.”

He also said that the
shortage is a planned and
deliberate move by the go-
vernment to increase pric-
es. “Ultimately, the govern-
ment wants to open up the
fertilizer industry com-
pletely to the private sec-
tor,” he said.
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For farmers, daily pursuit of scarce DAP in sowing season

m*m,m*mﬁﬁaawﬁm
Qrer

Farmers’ unions have been protesting over fertilizer shortage and tardy
procurement of paddy in Haryana and Punjab; they are worried the scarcity
will delay sowing of wheat, affecting the crop

gRaon 3 oo 7 @i fr FH 3 g f i @he F AW FAE
Horea R wedie #X @ € 3o Far ¢ B @ wet & FRor A A
gars # 30 enh, S wwe yenfaa gt

Shortage of DAP Fertilizer in Haryana and Punjab
g 3 goe & Sudt 3dTE A FA

e Atthe Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samriddhi Kendra (PMKSK) in Bunna village, Kaithal
district, Haryana, farmers continue to arrive by bicycle and motorcycle to inquire about the
availability of diammonium phosphate (DAP), a key fertilizer used for sowing wheat, but they
return empty-handed.

wUTTAA A @Ef Fg (PMKSK) o=t a1fq, g fSrem, gRamon & frare s
mmﬁmm(am),mﬁgma:mg@maa:w
H UBdrS & 30d §, dfehel d GTelt g efie S 81

e A worker at the center stated, "We don't have a single sack of DAP left, but everyone wants
DAP."

$g W T FHAAN o Fel, "gAR 99 TF Y Y DAP &Y 7t o= ¥, afver Wit 1
DAP =ifgT|"

e Farmers mentioned to The Hindu that while they struggled to obtain DAP, private shops were
either selling it at a premium or forcing them to buy other fertilizers or pesticides they did not
need.

fraret o g g sarm & safd 3 DAP ured et & forw §ay & 9, fash
g S AGN aAT W 9T W ff A1 3K 3w IRF AT FeaArd @l F
AR X T of, TeTehr 30% S 167 |

e Farmers' unions have been protesting over the shortage of DAP and the slow procurement of

paddy in both Haryana and Punjab. They are concerned that these issues could delay wheat
sowing, negatively affecting the crop yield.

e gfaws DAP &1 wot R urer A il wlig 1 N g 3R Tee F Ry
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T TET &1 AT HlfelT ¢ o 5o TEEAT @ A HY IS A LA @7 TR &, owd
HhHeT YT dhRIcHSD TATT YsI|

e At the office of Harbans Singh, Chief Agricultural Officer (CAQ) in Sangrur, Punjab, two
groups of farmers arrived within a 45-minute window in November to inquire about DAP
availability.
aw AT 78T F 3SR (CAO), TIRN, 41 & FATery # AR # 45 Rere H
Qs AaY fFarwT WHg DAP $I 3UcTetdl & R # IS5 A T

e Harbans Singh mentioned that the Union government is selling nano DAP and nano urea to

farmers alongside DAP. The Punjab government advises farmers that if they don’t need them,
they should not buy them.

geg g o 9aT 6 &g SR haml @ DAP & G A« DAP 3R =t gRam ofr
9T W ¢ I IR fRaml I Tog &l & foh 3R 3o SUDT AR 6l &,
ar =@ W)

o Inderjit Singh, national vice-president of the All India Kisan Sabha (AIKYS), stated that the

DAP shortage is a significant issue in both states, with farmers standing in long queues from as
early as 4 a.m. and returning empty-handed.

Sedolld AT, 3iter S3AT fFuTe WM (AIKS) & USAT 3UTEqeT, o el fh DAP &Y FaT
arelt Tt 7 TS T FAEAT ¢, 6 HEE gag 4T F A Fai H @S g § 3R
Tl gy elle aa E

e He also claimed that the shortage was a planned and deliberate move by the government to
increase prices, with the ultimate aim of opening up the fertilizer industry to the private sector.

3ie I8 o w1 [ I8 HA R & A 3R FTeagER Fwew O arfe qea qere
9T FH, IR gHA A 3eged 383 3egT i fash & fow @ &
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Women naval officers circumnavigating
globe reach Australia in their first stop

IPCs |
Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

After a 39-day voyage at
sea, two women officers
undertaking a global cir-
cumnavigation expedition
in Indian Naval Sailing Ves-
sel Tarini, arrived at its first
port of call in Australia on
Saturday after covering a
distance of 4,900 nautical
miles from Goa. The histor-
ic expedition was flagged
off from Goa by Navy chief
Admiral Dinesh K. Tripathi
on October 2.

Around 2.30 p.m. IST
on November 9, after a
challenging 39-day voyage
at sea under Navika Sagar
Parikrama-II, INSV Tarini
arrived at its first port of
call in Fremantle, Austra-
lia, the Navy said in a
statement.

“The vessel has covered
a distance of 4,900 NM
from Goa, crossing the Eg-
uator on October 16 and
the Tropic of Capricorn on
October 27. During this 38-

(et

= par i

Two women Navy officers, Dilna K. and Roopa A., aboard INSV Tarini
arrive at the first port of call in Freemantle, Australia. ANI

day non-stop voyage, the
Indian Navy duo of Lt. Cdr.
Dilna K. and Lt. Cdr. Roopa
A. encountered a range of
weather conditions from
calm to severe, facing
winds up to 40 knots and
sea state of six,” the Navy
said.

Throughout the jour-
ney, the crew remained in
good health and high spi-
rits, demonstrating resi-
lience in the face of ex-
treme conditions, it stated.
The progress of the expedi-

tion has been closely fol-
lowed by Admiral Tripathi
receiving daily updates.

As INSV Tarini arrived
in Fremantle, it was given a
warm welcome by digni-
taries, including the Con-
sul-General of India at
Perth, the Defence Adviser
from Canberra, the Secre-
tary of the Indian Navy
Sailing Association (INSA),
representatives from the
Royal Australian Navy,
along with members of the
media and Indian naval

veterans residing in Austra-
lia. The celebration was

further enriched by the

sound of classical music,
which the Tamil Associa-
tion of Western Australia
performed using parai
(drum) and kombu thaarai
(drum), offering a rich cul-
tural touch to the recep-
tion, the Navy said.

Commander Abhilash
Tomy (retired), an accom-
plished sailor who has
been mentoring the crew
since August 2023, said
they had sailed well till
NOW.

“We estimated 35 days
for the trip and the crew
has managed in 38, which
is quite fair,” he said on the
first leg of the voyage.
“There was a wide variety
of conditions from calm to
rough. The boat looks to be
in good condition, which
means that the crew has
looked after it well, sailing
conservatively but averag-
ing good speeds,” he told
The Hindu.

Women

naval
officers

circumnavigating globe reach Australia in their first stop

ﬂ%mm@maﬁmﬁ?amwm?mﬁ
Tge IS W HreeforAT gt

Historic Voyage of INSV Tarini
INSV arikeft 1 Ufaerfies @ I

e After a 39-day voyage at sea, two women officers undertaking a global circumnavigation
expedition in Indian Naval Sailing VVessel Tarini, arrived at its first port of call in Australia on
Saturday after covering a distance of 4,900 nautical miles from Goa.

39 et &1 THGY AT & dle, HRAT AN 1 Qe Srgret INSV aioft 7 aiRaes
aRHAUT HFAT H ar Afger HRARAT o 7ar & 4,900 T AT gl 77 = F
oTe; AfAaR 1 LA & g SeTemg W g
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e The historic expedition was flagged off from Goa by Navy chief Admiral Dinesh K. Tripathi
on October 2.

UfeTiaeh 3T 1 aar & A 9@ wsfave e &. Rurdr A 2 segar s
fers ofr|

e Around 2.30 p.m. IST on November 9, after a challenging 39-day voyage at sea under Navika
Sagar Parikrama-I1, INSV Tarini arrived at its first port of call in Fremantle, Australia, the
Navy said in a statement.

9 EET Y 2:30 F9F IST & {1, Navika Sagar Parikrama-11 & @gd 39 et & g=iiciqof
FALT AT & 91, INSV aTRof = Shafed, Hieeforar & Jgel deomg R gg e, ARar

Ueh ST H gl

e The vessel has covered a distance of 4,900 NM from Goa, crossing the Equator on October 16
and the Tropic of Capricorn on October 27.

STgTeT o MaT & 4,900 NM &1 gl & T, 16 HaFeay shi 43T (Equator) 31X 27 gt &l HHT

@T (Tropic of Capricorn) & IR |

e During this 38-day non-stop voyage, the Indian Navy duo of Lt. Cdr. Dilna K. and Lt. Cdr.
Roopa A. encountered a range of weather conditions from calm to severe, facing winds up to 40
knots and sea state of six, the Navy said.

g 38 oA T AR I & SR, IRAT A= 1SSt dffede wATET e &. 3k
AfPesic FATST TAT T. & AT & oo R Agar $r ufa &1 aF=r ar ger,
TS e# 40 Afeq a1 gaTt 3R FHg 1 Al & W&, A9 o FeTl

e Throughout the journey, the crew remained in good health and high spirits, demonstrating
resilience in the face of extreme conditions, it stated.

IMET & NI, IToleh &l 3ed TaRLT H 31X 3= Aled & ET, o owH gRieafaar

wmmﬁg@aﬁmﬁmﬁwmma—gw?ml

e The progress of the expedition has been closely followed by Admiral Tripathi receiving daily
updates.

AT BT T T USRS PAITSY GarT ATl 39T Aredt gl §T HIe & ¢
frar aram|

e As INSV Tarini arrived in Fremantle, it was given a warm welcome by dignitaries, including the
Consul-General of India at Perth, the Defence Adviser from Canberra, the Secretary of the
Indian Navy Sailing Association (INSA), representatives from the Royal Australian Navy,
along with members of the media and Indian naval veterans residing in Australia.

ST INSV a@TRoft Shefeel ogeh, af 38 98 & 9IRd & AgraTOrsagg, Shefar 3 6T HAEHNK,
AR AlaT AfdeT EfAwes (INSA) & afRg, e Ao aldar & gy,
m%wwmﬁW@Wmﬁ?Bempaﬁmmﬁﬁﬁ@

Tarera forar |

e The celebration was further enriched by the sound of classical music, which the Tamil
Association of Western Australia performed using parai (drum) and kombu thaarai (drum),
offering a rich cultural touch to the reception, the Navy said.

3cHd 1 3R o Toey T ar Fenflser Wefla & @ry, 99 aveat sifeefomr
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afe TafATers & aRE (@le) R Fig IRAE (@el) 1 STANT Hleh T o, St

AT HARIE &l Teh HAGY HEHcdh T Jaled Hdl &, Al o gl

¢ Commander Abhilash Tomy (retired), an accomplished sailor who has been mentoring the crew
since August 2023, said they had sailed well till now.

FHTST HFemr A (@arfeigd), v Tedd Arfash folegiel e 2023 § wTeieh gof T
AFCYST fohar &, & &gl fh 39 o d 30 @ AET A g &

e “We estimated 35 days for the trip and the crew has managed in 38, which is quite fair,” he said
on the first leg of the voyage.

"gH ATAT & forT 35 f&eT T I1gART ofamar AT R TATeIh ol A 38 oA H 3@ U o,
S fF s 3T &, 3ol AT & Uge TOT H el

e “There was a wide variety of conditions from calm to rough. The boat looks to be in good
condition, which means that the crew has looked after it well, sailing conservatively but
averaging good speeds,” he told The Hindu.

"Teleh ol o 30 3T R ¥ O g, 3R g 3T fufa & f@ar § saer
Feld § o OTeih el o 38 3TN XE W WHICN &, Teold gU Afched e a1fd 1w
@a §'U,"5o-5‘io?| The Hindu & hgT|
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EAM bats for trade in
national currencies
ahead of Russia meet

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

Ahead of the 25th session
of the India-Russia Inter-
Governmental Commis-
sion meeting, External Af-
fairs Minister S. Jaishankar
2024) said bilateral trade in
national currencies is of
“great importance”.

Speaking at the India-
Russia Business Forum in
Mumbai, he said bilateral
trade between the two
countries is presently at
$66 billion and declared
that the figure will touch
$100 billion by 2030.

The senior Indian Minis-
ter reminded of the cur-
rent global conditions in
which the mutual trade
between India and Russia
had surged ahead and reit-
erated the world was mov-
ing towards multipolarity.

“Special Rupee Vostro
Accounts are right now an
effective mechanism. Ho-
wever even in the short

S. Jaishankar

run, better trade balance
with national currency set-
tlements is the answer,”
the Minister said.

He highlighted INSTC,
Chennai-Vladivostok Corri-
dor and Northern Mari-
time Route as the three
connectivity initiatives the
two sides were working on.

He also pointed out bi-
lateral deal between the
customs authorities of In-
dia and Russia on Author-
ised Economic Operators
has had a ‘big impact on
smoothening the ease of
doing business’.

EAM bats for trade in
national currencies ahead of
Russia meet

fQeer #l F T do @
qEd USET Harat &
SATIR T dhTeld Y

India-Russia Bilateral Trade and
Connectivity Initiatives

qg el

o Ahead of the 25th session of the India-Russia
Inter-Governmental Commission meeting, External
Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar (2024) said bilateral
trade in national currencies is of “great
importance.”

HRA-TT R-TIHRT AT T 2587 dah T
ugel, fager A7 4 TH. SR (2024) F FET
for TS FeTat F gfavalr IR g
gl

e Speaking at the India-Russia Business Forum in
Mumbai, he said bilateral trade between the two
countries is presently at $66 billion and declared
that the figure will touch $100 billion by 2030.

HASS H HRI-TF MR HT T Seld Y,
3ogisl gl foh el gRif & &rar gfauei
AR TIATT & 66 3R e § 3R Igiar
=oT i fF Tg 2030 A% 100 3RT SeR dh
ggd ST |

9
e The senior Indian Minister reminded of the current global conditions in which the mutual trade
between India and Russia had surged ahead and reiterated the world was moving towards
multipolarity.

aRse AT #§ a adae IRas aRfEufaar #1 5% o a8 aRa ik & &
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e “Special Rupee Vostro Accounts are right now an effective mechanism. However even in the
short run, better trade balance with national currency settlements is the answer,” the Minister
said.

"fIAY T afeer WIAT AT | U YSIEr o &1 gTdlifeh, IgT d [ ol JHT |,
USET HaT @ AUe & HY JgeR AR Helod & 3 &, FN F gl

e He highlighted INSTC, Chennai-Vladivostok Corridor and Northern Maritime Route as the
three connectivity initiatives the two sides were working on.

37glel INSTC, AeeTg-cetfgaredier fAaRT 3R 3ol FHA AT A el FaAfFefads ggeil
F & FH 390R R 59 W) a7 98T 17 ¢ ® A

e He also pointed out the bilateral deal between the customs authorities of India and Russia on
Authorised Economic Operators has had a ‘big impact on smoothening the ease of doing
business.’

35l g oY 9arT & 9RT 3R & & FEed JWHRAT & T ¥3PFR g 3w
IR W gfaueliT FaAsiia @ gaaqT Ftel H AT H A Fellel I IS JHAE
3TelT &1
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